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P. Rosa��allo�’s philosophic co�cept’s �e�oc�ac� le�iti�ac� has �ee� stu�ie� i� li�ht o� 
i�te�p�etatio� �� the philosophe� o� the le�iti�ac�, social �e�e�alit� a�� �e�oc�atic �e�i�e. The 
legitimacy te��’s i�te�p�etatio� has �ee� co�si�e�e�, a�� pe�ceptio� o� �e�oc�atic le�iti�ac�, 
which p�o�i�e� a �ack��ou�� �o� XX ce�tu�� �e�oc�atic �e�i�es, has �ee� a�al�ze�. The 
�otio� a�� �a�iatio�s o� social �e�e�alit�, which is co�si�e�e� to �e pa�t o� the so calle� shifted 
democracy center, has �ee� a�al�ze�. It is su��este� to co�si�e� th�ee t�pes o� �e�oc�ac�: 
p�oxi�it�, pa�ticipatio� a�� coope�atio�.

Keywords: le�iti�ac�, social �e�e�alit�, ci�ic societ�, �e�oc�atic �e�i�e, �e�oc�ac� o� 
p�oxi�it�, �e�oc�ac� o� pa�ticipatio� a�� �e�oc�ac� o� coope�atio�. 

The p�o�le� o� le�iti�ac� is �ele�a�t �ecause it is a soli� suppo�t, which ca� e��ecti�el� 
�e�elop powe� �elatio�s a�� �ic�o�political a�� �ac�o�political le�els. This, i� tu��, �ete��i�es 
the le�el o� �e�oc�atic societ� a�� the autho�ities’ �ea�i�ess to e��a�e i� �ialo�ue with citize�s. 
Because powe� ca� �e ack�owle��e� as le�iti�ate o�l� i� it a�he�es to �u��a�e�tal “�ules o� the 
�a�e”, i.e. �e accou�ta�le to the people a�� ack�owle��e the �ule o� law. The c�isis o� le�iti�ac� 
is o�te� see� i� societies with a t�a�sitio�al t�pe o� �o�e���e�t. Uk�ai�e lacks le�iti�ac� i� al�ost 
e�e�� political i�stitutio�, a�� that is the �easo� �o� thei� esta�lish�e�t as i�st�ucte� “��o� a�o�e”, 
which �ea�s the use o� a��i�ist�ati�e �esou�ces a�� p�essu�e �athe� tha� �� �e�elop�e�ts a�� 
e��o�ts o� citize�s.

Le�iti�ac� stu�ies a�� its p�o�le�s ha�e a lo�� histo��. It was stu�ie� �� A�istotle, Plato, 
N. Machia�elli, T. Ho��es, J. Locke, J.�J. Rousseau,  Sh. Mo�tesquieu, etc. The c�eatio� o� the 
classical theo�� o� le�iti�ac�, o� cou�se, is associate� with M. We�e�. Howe�e�, late� theo�� 
�ecei�e� t�a�s�o��atio�, cha��e a�� co�plete�ess. The p�o�le� was i��esti�ate� �� D. Easto�,  
K. Poppe�, S. Lipset, M. Du�e��e�, Yu. Ha�e��as K.�O. Apel, S. Hu�ti��to�, P. Roza��allo�. A�o�� 
Uk�ai�ia� autho�s ca� �e calle� A. Kolo�i� A. Ka�as, I. Stulo�a, O. Daschaki�ska as �esea�ches.

The pu�pose o� the a�ticle is to explo�e the issue o� le�iti�ac� i� te��s o� �ew t�pes o� 
�e�oc�ac� i� wo�k o� the F�e�ch philosophe� “De�oc�atic le�iti�ac�: i�pa�tialit�, �eflexi�it�, 
p�oxi�it�” �� P. Roza��allo�.

The p�o�le� o� �e�oc�ac� so lo�� a�� so o�te� has �ee� take� up i� the histo�� o� 
philosophical thou�ht that it woul� see� �i�ficult to su�p�ise the wo�l� with �ew �esea�ch a�� 
i�te�p�etatio�s. Ne�e�theless, �ou shoul� pa� atte�tio� to the wo�k o� the F�e�ch philosophe�, 
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a� eco�o�ist �� p�o�essio�, a �a� who �eca�e a �ollowe� o� the i�eas a�� e�e�tuall� le� the 
Ce�te� �o� Political Stu�ies o� Ra��o�� A�o� – Pie��e Roza��allo�. O�e o� his �ooks has �ee� 
pu�lishe� i� Uk�ai�ia� – “De�oc�atic le�iti�ac�: i�pa�tialit�, �eflexi�it�, p�oxi�it�” is, i� his 
wo��s, the seco�� o� the so�calle� t�ilo�� ��o� �otio� to a “u�i�e�salis�” i� the �o�e�� wo�l�. 
The pu�pose o� this stu�� was to i��esti�ate the �utatio� o� �e�oc�ac� i� the twe�t��fi�st ce�tu��. 
Philosophe� w�ote: “De�oc�ac�, u��e�stoo� as a� expe�ie�ce, ope�s the �oo� to t�ue expe�i�e�tal 
u�i�e�salis�. The �eco��itio� that all o� us – stu�e�ts o� �e�oc�ac� – allows lau�chi�� a ��oa� 
political �ialo�ue �etwee� peoples” [4, p. 6]. I� 2007 �u�i�� p�esi�e�tial electio�s i� F�a�ce, 
o�e o� the ca��i�ates ha� �ase� its p�o��a� o� the i�ea o� “pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac�” i� which 
a�al�sts �otice� P. Rosa��allo�’s philosophical w�iti��. Howe�e�, �oi�� social wo�k a�� lea�i�� 
the “Repu�lic o� I�eas”, �o�u� �o� wo�kshop p�o�uctio� o� I�eas i� Eu�ope a�� wo�l�wi�e 
(esta�lishe� i� 2002), philosophe� sha�pl� �eacte� to such state�e�ts, �oti�� that he wo�’t �ake 
a�� p�o�otio� to political pa�t� [4, p. 6].

P. Rosa��allo� �uch atte�tio� i� the wo�k pa�s to the �efi�itio� o� le�iti�ac�, so it woul� 
�e app�op�iate to co�si�e� the �ea�i�� o� the te�� i� �i��e�e�t pla�es, i� pa�ticula�, to stop at the 
i�te�sectio� o� le�iti�ac� a�� �e�oc�ac�. B� the wa�, �ellow philosophe�, schola� o� co�stitutio�al 
�e�oc�ac�, P�o�esso� o� Political Scie�ce o� Law Facult� i� So��o��e Philippe Re�ault also 
�elie�es that the �asic co�sta�t to�a� is: o�l� �e�oc�ac� that is a le�iti�ate o��e�, i�sepa�a�le 
��o� the co�cept o� “le�al state”. This is what the Weste�� wo�l� calle� the “Quee� o� law” [1].

At the ti�e, Max We�e� o�se��e� that social acto�s �epe�� o� how the� a�� thei� actio�s 
a�e le�iti�ate. O��iousl�, i� the wo�l� o� politics is its ow� �esou�ces �ule, without which it is 
�i�tuall� i�possi�le to i�a�i�e the existe�ce o� political su�jects. O�e o� the� is the le�iti�ac�, 
which is closel� �elate� to the success o� pe��o��a�ce �a�a�e�e�t, jo� e�aluatio� a�� the 
�esulti�� �eco��itio�.

Althou�h the �oot o� the wo�� le�iti�ac� has to �e �ou�� i� Lati�, �ut its co�su�ptio� i� 
Eu�opea� la��ua�es was �ou�� o�l� i� the thi�tee�th ce�tu��. Fi�st it was i� F�a�ce, a�� two 
ce�tu�ies late� i� E��la�� (D. De�oe, T. Ho��es, J. Locke use� it). The te�� �ot it political �ea�i�� 
whe� it a�ai� appea�e� i� F�a�ce at the �e�i��i�� o� 19th ce�tu��. It s���olize� the le�iti�ac� 
o� powe�, as oppose� to usu�pe� powe� as ille�al. Howe�e�, the i�ea has cha��e� o�e� ti�e, a�� 
�ow it’s at the c�oss�oa�s o� �ou� �iscou�ses: political, philosophical, le�al a�� social.

The �ea�i�� o� “le�iti�ac�” a�� a�jace�t expa��e� with the �e�elop�e�t o� la��ua�e. Fo� 
exa�ple “The Ox�o�� La��e P�i�t E��lish Dictio�a��” i�te�p�ets le�iti�ac� as “he p�oclai�e� 
le�al”, “acco��i�� to the law o� �e�ulatio�s”, “�i�ht”, ”�equi�e�”, “a�equate”, “pe��issi�le” [8,  
p. 458]. I� the “Dictio�a�� o� Political Scie�ce: cate�o�ies, co�cepts a�� te��i�olo��” – le�iti�ac� 
is a si�� o� political powe�, powe� �elatio�s, �olu�ta�� �eco��itio� o� the �i�ht acto�s se��a�ts 
autho�it� to use �o�ce a�� li�it ��ee�o�s [3, p. 220]. M. Du�e��e� �e�� �i�htl� �a�e s��o��� to 
�eco��itio� o� le�iti�ac� o� political �ule – “�atio�al co�se�sus”. Mo�eo�e�, the le�iti�ac� o� the 
�o�e���e�t is �ot alwa�s equate� with le�iti�ac� a�� ca��ot �eet its le�al le�alizatio� [3, p. 220].

He�e we shoul� �e�e� to Max We�e�, who �a�e o�e o� the fi�st classificatio�s o� le�iti�ate 
�o�i�atio�, i�clu�i�� �isti��uishe�: le�al, t�a�itio�al a�� cha�is�atic. The le�al �ule is a �asis 
�o� the �ules a�� laws withi� which as a �o�u� �o� wo�kshop p�o�uctio� o� I�eas i� Eu�ope a�� 
wo�l�wi�e o�ficials a�e electe� a�� ca� act. A� exa�ple o� this t�pe is �u�eauc�atic �o�i�a�ce 
[2, p. 158]. T�a�itio�al �ule is �ase� o� the �elie� i� the sa�ctit� o� o��e�s a�� powe�s. This t�pe 
�ep�ese�ts pat�ia�chal �o�i�atio�. A �asis o� cha�is�atic �o�i�atio� is the hol�e� a�� his �e�otio� 
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��ace (cha�is�a), �esulti�� i� the �a�i�estatio� o� �a�ical a�ilities, he�ois�, st�e��th o� �i�� 
a�� speech. The exa�ple o� this �ule is the �o�i�atio� o� the P�ophet, �ilita�� he�o, the ��eat 
�e�a�o�ue [2, p. 166].

The So�iet philosophical �ictio�a�ies a�� text�ooks p�i�a�il� �ocuse� o� the le�al aspect o� 
le�iti�ac�. Howe�e�, the se�a�tic fiel� o� “le�iti�ac�” is �ot li�ite� to it. A�ai�, it is app�op�iate 
to �e�e� to Max We�e�, who exte��s the use o� the te�� le�iti�ac� o� the whole sphe�e o� social 
�elatio�s. He �elie�es that this phe�o�e�o� is a� i�po�ta�t co��itio� �o� the existe�ce o� a ce�tai� 
social o��e�, �ecause it has the a�ilit� to �ictate to state �equi�e�e�ts a�� patte��s o� �eha�io� 
�o� the i��i�i�uals i� societ�. Thus, it ca� �e a��ue� that this te�� �e�e�s �ot o�l� appa�e�tl� the 
wo�l�s o� politics, a�� is a �ull cate�o�� i� the social sphe�e.

P. Rosa��allo� �elie�es that the e�olutio� o� �e�oc�atic co�se�sus has �ea�t that “pa�t is 
e�e��thi�� a�� the ti�e o� electio� is u��e�t �a��ate: these we�e the two pa�cels o� which le�iti�ac� 
o� the �e�oc�atic s�ste� was �ase�” [4, p. 12]. Thus, the �e�oc�atic political �e�i�es �e�a� to �e 
use� as a �asis �o� two i�po�ta�t co�cepts: u�i�e�sal su���a�e a�� the state appa�atus. Howe�e�, 
althou�h the latte� �ai�e� auto�o��, the p�i�ciple o� equal access to pu�lic o�fice was still applie�. I� 
this case, we �ot the electio�s a�� co�tests: o�e �o� MPs is “su�jecti�e” choice that ai�i�� s�ste� o� 
i�te�ests, �alues a�� opi�io�s, a�� o�l� co�petitio� is “o�jecti�e” selectio� o� qualit� t�ai�i��. Thus, 
i� a��itio� to le�iti�ate pu�poses, co�fi��e� �� �ote, a�othe� pe�ceptio� o� �e�oc�atic le�iti�ac� 
is c�eate�, i.e. the i�e�tificatio� o� social u�i�e�salit�. P. Rosa��allo� explai�s that these two �o��s 
o� le�iti�ac� c�oss – p�oce�u�al a�� su�sta�tial – p�o�i�e a �asis �o� �e�oc�atic �e�i�es o� the 
twe�tieth ce�tu��. The �e�o��atio� has �ee� sta�te� at the �e�i��i�� o� 80’s.

With the cha��i�� political e�as a�� �e�i�es, especiall� i� Eu�ope, at the 80’s, a pe�io� o� 
explicit sea�ch �o� �ew te��s i� the li�ht o� which ca� �e pe�cei�e� �e�oc�atic social �i�e�sio� 
o� u�i�e�salit�, which �� �efi�itio� is the i�ea o� a ce�tai� �ass o� �ote�s, exp�essi�� the �e�e�al 
will. Thus, the�e a�e th�ee t�pes o� social u�i�e�salit� that will co�ple�e�t �u�the� �efi�itio� o� 
le�iti�ac�.

Ne�ati�e u�i�e�salit�: u�i�e�salit� status o� ce�tai� i�stitutio�s c�eate� that �o o�e ca� 
app�op�iate i�stitutio�. It �isti��uishes autho�it� o� �e�ulatio� o� the electe� �o�e���e�t.

U�i�e�salit� �ultiplicatio�, which ai�s to �ealize a task that exp�esse� electo�ate i�e�tifie� 
with social i�te��it�.

The u�i�e�salit� o� atte�tio� to the i��i�i�ual is the �ealizatio� o� u�i�e�salit� �ase� o� 
i��i�i�ual app�oaches to the wo�l� o� a si��le ca�it�. This is a �esult o� the powe� that is i�te�este� 
i� issues o� all citize�s �ot o�l� �ocuses o� the laws.

Pie��e Rosa��allo� �efi�es th�ee �ew t�pes o� le�iti�ac�, each o� which is a� i�ple�e�tatio� 
o� a� app�oach to pu�lic u�i�e�salit�. The le�iti�ac� o� i�pa�tialit� (associate� with the 
i�ple�e�tatio� o� �e�ati�e �e�e�alit�), the le�iti�ac� o� �eflecti�it� (�elate� to u�i�e�salit� 
�ultipl�i��), the le�iti�ac� o� p�oxi�it� (acco��i�� to the �e�e�alit� o� atte�tio� to i��i�i�ual) 
[4, p. 19]. This e�olutio� le�iti�ac� thi�ks pa�t o� what is calle� the �isplace�e�t o� the ce�te� 
o� �e�oc�acies.

I�te�esti��l�, this t�polo�� exte��s a�othe� classic classificatio� o� le�iti�ac� i� which 
le�iti�ac� th�ou�h the �asics (i�put le�iti�ac�) oppose� le�iti�ac� th�ou�h the �esults (output 
le�iti�ac�). Both �o��s o� le�iti�ac� exp�essi�� e�aluatio� �ette� qualit� pu�lic i�stitutio�s, �ut 
th�ou�h le�iti�ate �asis �o� a� assess�e�t �etho�olo�� o� wo�k a�� �ete��i�e the le�iti�ac� 
o� the �esults th�ou�h co�siste�c� a�� qualit� o� the �ost i��e�iate �esult o� �e�elop�e�ts [7].
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I� �e�e�al the�e is a� i�te�esti�� i�te�p�etatio� o� the �e�oc�atic le�iti�ac� o� the �e�sio� 
�esi��e� to c�eate �ea�i���ul �elatio�ships �etwee� �o�e���e�t a�� ci�il societ�. It �eall� c�eates 
a se�se o� the i�po�ta�ce �o� citize�s, who, th�ou�h this i��icato�, a�e a�le to �eel the le�el o� 
�e�oc�ac� i� thei� cou�t��.

Whe� co��u�it� co�es to the ��o�t e��, �athe� tha� electe� �o�ies, the phe�o�e�o� o� 
p�oxi�it� �e�oc�ac� shoul� also �e touche� upo�. I� the 60 �ea�s o� the 20th ce�tu�� A�e�ica� 
stu�e�ts sta�te� the st�eet p�otests �e�a��i�� �e�oc�ac� with the acti�e pa�ticipatio� o� citize�s. 
Powe��ul flash p�otests ��ewi�� lo�� a�te� quiet 50’s, �ut the �ext �eca�e i� the U�ite� States 
ushe�e� i� �ea�l� �utu�e p�otests a�� up�isi��s. You�� people a�� stu�e�ts a�e �ow �e�e��e� to 
“�e�ellious “a�� a �ajo� p�opo�tio� o� stu�e�ts at the  u�i�e�sities a�e �ot o�l� �ep�ese�tati�es o� 
the elite classes, �ut a�e the �i��le class a�� o��i�a�� wo�ke�s. A�ai�st the �ack��op o� political 
a�� �acial a�� social pola�izatio�, the stu�e�t �o�e�e�t �eca�e the �ocus o� the “�ew le�t” a�� 
call societ� to t�a�s�o�� with the �eal pa�ticipatio� o� citize�s i� co��u�it� li�e a�� ��ee�o� o� 
exp�essio�. Pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac� as the te�� was fi�st use� i� 1962 i� the Co�stitue�t Asse��l� 
Ma�i�esto Mo�e�e�t “Stu�e�ts �o� a De�oc�atic Societ�”. I� a��itio�, �ou will hea� a� appeal 
to �esto�e the t�a�itio� o� local sel���o�e���e�t a�� �olu�ta�� o��a�izatio�s. Si�ce the�, the i�ea 
o� pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac� exte��s to the te��ito�� o� the U�ite� States as a �ew pu�lic �e�a�� 
that �ist�i�ute� �o�e�e�ts, o��a�izatio�s a�� i�itiati�es. I� pa�ticula�, �elie�e� a�� that ��eate� 
i��ol�e�e�t �� citize�s put a� e�� to the �alse a�� the �alse �e�ate a�� e��less wa� pa�ties i� 
the pu�lic sphe�e. The co�cept o� pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac� sp�ea� a�ou�� the wo�l� to e��ich a�� 
c�iticize the �u�ctio�i�� o� �ep�ese�tati�e �o�ies. It �e�i�e� �e�o�ies o� Eu�opea� t�a�itio� o� 
ci�ic associatio�s a�� cou�cils �oi�� i�to �eso�a�ce with the �oct�i�es o� expectatio�s, which 
we�e �a�ke� �� the 19th a�� ea�l� 20th ce�tu�� [4, p. 243].

The �oo�i�� �esea�ch o� pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac� i� A��lo�Saxo� cou�t�ies accou�te� 
�o� 70�90 �ea�s. Resea�che�s w�ote �u�e�ous �o�o��aphs, whe�e o��e� thei� ow� co�cept 
o� political pa�ticipatio�. I� 1972 a collectio� o� pape�s o� B�itish scie�tists pa�ticipatio� i� 
politics was pu�lishe�, e�ite� �� P�o�esso� o� U�i�e�sit� o� Ma�cheste� Ge�ai�t Pe���, who sai�: 
“politics without pa�ticipatio� i�clu�es i�te��al co�flict, a�� �e�oc�ac� without pa�ticipatio� is 
�ea�i��less” [5, p.1]. Acco��i�� to G. Pe��� �ost theo�ies o� pa�ticipato�� �e�oc�ac� ca� �e 
classifie� i�to two t�pes: 1. “I�st�u�e�tal theo��”, the i�ea o� which is �ase� o� the i��ol�e�e�t 
o� as �a�� politicall� acti�e citize�s as possi�le to �esist t��a��� o� �u�eauc�ac� a�� ce�t�alizatio�, 
o� 2. “De�elop�e�t Theo��” – the �ai� p�o�isio�s o� which a�e i��ol�e� as pa�t o� the political 
a�� �o�al e�ucatio� The �esea�che� also su��ests the possi�le e�e��e�ce a�� thi�� t�pe calle� 
“alt�uistic pa�t” that coul� �e cause� �� the �e�elop�e�t a�� �eco�e�� o� co��u�ities. Howe�e�, 
to�a� we ca� co�fi�e�tl� co�fi�� latest co�cept, as i� �e�elope� �e�oc�acies, the politics o� local 
�o�e���e�t p�i�a�il� �elies o� the opi�io� o� local co��u�ities.

As �o� P. Rosa��allo�, it is �ot ��passi�� also the so�calle� ato�ic citize� pa�ticipatio� i� 
political li�e. It’s �u�e�ous taki�� pa�t i� the pu�lic �e�ates, i��o��atio� �eeti��s, pa�ticipatio� i� 
pu�lic li�e, �ea�i�� �ewspape�s, liste�i�� to the �a�io, pa�ticipati�� i� co��u�it� o��a�izatio�s. 
At o�e ti�e the B�itish Electio� Co��issio� �i� �esea�ch o� this su�ject, which has show� 
that the�e �ail� �oi�� a�out 15 �illio� co��e�satio�s o� political su�jects. It actuall� shows 
the �a��itu�e o� such pa�ticipatio�. Thus, it sta�ts to happe� as i� �e�oc�ac� is still sp�ea�i�� 
a�� �o�es i�to the sphe�e o� ci�il societ� a�� pu�lic opi�io� exp�essio� �i�e�sifies a�� ceases 
to �e co�ce�t�ate� at o�e poi�t. A�� so e��s a lo�� pe�io� o� �o��atio� o� the political sphe�e 
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o�l� withi� the walls o� �o��as a�� i�stitutio�s. A�te� all, people ha�e alwa�s �ee� a�le to use 
the te�� �ep�ese�tati�e �e�oc�ac�. Ma��ate, tu��i�� a citize� i�to a pa�ticipa�t o� the electo�al 
p�ocess, was the �ea�s o� �e�ulatio� a�� co�t�ol. But to�a�, people a�e �ot satisfie� with o�l� 
�allot a�� seek to supe��ise, co�t�ol a�� exp�ess thei� positio�s, the� �equi�e i��o��atio�, �o�ci�� 
autho�ities to p�o�i�e expla�atio�s a�� justi�� thei� actio�s to test the autho�ities, pla�i�� the 
�ole o� a ca�e�ul a�� �i�o�ous wit�ess, a��ui�� o� �isputi�� app�o�e� �ecisio�. This �e�oc�ac� 
is a� ele�e�t o� i�te�actio� a�� �e�o�� the electi�e – fiel� �ep�ese�tatio� [4, p. 248]. O�ce 
the �a�o� o� the qua�te�l� cou�t�, whe�e a pilot p�oject has �ee� applie�, sai�: �e�oc�ac� – is 
i��o��atio� p�i�a�il�. O��iousl�, this is a� axio�, �ecause the ke� to the success o� �e�oc�ac� 
i� the cou�t�� is a�o�e all ope��ess o� pu�lic autho�ities, electe� �ep�ese�tati�es at all le�els 
o� �o�e���e�t a�� the �e�ia, which a�e ope�ate� ��o� a�o�e. B� the wa�, i� Uk�ai�e this 
ca�e o�l� 2 �ea�s a�o �� passi�� a law o� access to pu�lic i��o��atio�. This is o�e o� the 
�ost e��ecti�e �eatu�es o� �e�oc�ac� i�te�actio� – excha��e o� i��o��atio�. It sho�te�s the 
�ista�ce �etwee� the �o�e���e�t a�� the pu�lic, �esulti�� i� �utual �e�efits the� �ecei�e, 
citize�s hea�� a�� i��o��e�, i� �etu�� �o� the �o�e���e�t, citize�s a�e �elati�el� p�e�icta�le i� 
thei� �a�eu�e�s a�� actio�s. Thus, a li�k o� a �ew t�pe, as a �esult we o�tai� a �ew qualit� o� 
i�te�actio� ope�atio� that allows to ope�ate the �ew social s�ste� a�� a� i�te��al app�oxi�atio� 
o� its s�ste� o� social co�t�ol [4, p. 250]. I� a��itio�, a� i�po�ta�t �ole is pla�e� �� the �e�ia, 
which shoul� also �e co�si�e�e� as a wa� �o� the �o�e���e�t as o�e o� the �ai� p�io�ities o� 
the �ew �o�el o� political co��u�icatio�.

I�te�esti��l�, the fi�st �e�oc�atic i�te�actio� �eatu�es ca� �e �ou�� at the e�� o� the 18th 
ce�tu�� i� F�a�ce. This is explai�e� �� the �act that while the B�itish �e�elop a theo�� o� 
�ep�ese�tati�e �o�e���e�t, the F�e�ch just li�ite� to �o�ito�i�� the co��itio�s i� which a �ou�� 
pu�lic opi�io� �e�i�s to a��ect �e�o��atti�� �elatio�s o� powe� a�� societ�. Philosophe�s ha�e 
co�clu�e� that i� �a�� slu�s a�solutis�, �ut �othi�� cha��es i� the co�fi�u�atio� o� i�stitutio�s 
“��ipe �e�uces”, a�� ci�il societ� is a �o�ce to �e �ecko�e� with. Thus, ci�il opi�io� pe�cei�e� 
le�el o� i��o��al �e�e�al will.

O�e o� the �i�iste�s o� �i�a�ce i� �e�olutio�a�� F�a�ce – Necke�, sai� that pu�lic 
opi�io� is the i��isi�le �o�ce that is without t�easu��, with �o �ua�� a�� a���, �i�i�� 
cit� laws, cou�ts, a�� e�e� the �o�al palace [4, p. 251]. Thus, philosophical a�� political 
thou�ht co��i�e�ce o� a �ew �ea�s �e�o�e the F�e�ch Re�olutio� �e�elope� so that people 
with �o�e a��a�ce� positio�s co�ce��e� to st�e��the� the i��lue�ce o� pu�lic opi�io� tha� 
the election of representatives.

Note, that P. Rosa��allo�’s wo�ks ha�e a clea� u��e�sta��i�� o� �ele�a�ce i� the co�text o� 
�e�oc�atic p�ocesses i� Uk�ai�ia� politics. The situatio� with the use o� show o� the a�e��a o� 
“le�iti�ac�” is i� a co���o�tatio�al �o�el o� le�iti�ac� o� political powe�. It is cha�acte�istic o� 
the t�a�sitio� pe�io�, whe�e st�u��le is possi�le �etwee� the ele�e�ts o� autoc�ac� a�� �e�oc�ac�, 
a�te� which the fi�st �ictates the spee� a�� othe� co��itio�s o� t�a�s�o��atio�. This �acto� i�c�eases 
the cha�ces �o� the slow e�olutio� o� �e�oc�ac�, althou�h F. Sch�itte� i� his �ook “Dile��as a�� 
th�eats to �e�oc�ac�” st�esses that it is still �oi�� to happe� “without a���essi�� the aspi�atio�s o� 
its citize�s without esta�lishi�� a� accepta�le a�� p�e�icta�le co�e o� �ules �o� political co�petitio� 
a�� coope�atio�” [6, c. 187].

Author’s translation of the article
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