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The causes o� the sixties as a phe�o�e�o� o� Uk�ai�ia� cultu�e, cultu�al a�� histo�ical 
specificit� o� this phe�o�e�o�, its i�pact o� the �atio�al a�� spi�itual li�e of Ukraine a�e a�al�ze�. 
Cultural activities of L. Koste�ko, V. S��o�e�ko, V. Stus, who att�acte� the atte�tio� �ot o�l� 
�� tale�t, �ut also �� thei� cou�a�eous ci�il positio� a�e si��e� out. All o� the� we�e u�ite� �� 
�o��i��i��e�e�ce to pai��ul p�o�le�s �aci�� societ� at a c�ucial ti�e, t��i�� to cha��e �o� the 
�ette� �utu�e o� Ukraine. The i�eas of the sixties, the �atio�al i�ea, �i��it�, i�e�tit�, aesthetics, 
historical past of Ukraine a�e outli�e�.
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Pa�a�oxicall�, the So�iet �ep�essio�s �e�e�ate� a si�ce�e �esi�e to c�eate a� i��epe��e�t 
hi�h cultu�e, ea�e� quest �o� spi�itual a�� aesthetic �alues, u�k�ow� to �ost o� the ��ee wo�l�. 
I��o�alit� o�ficial polic� �e�elope� its ow� “�o�al a�ti�o�ies” – that’s whole e�a Uk�ai�ia� 
cultu�e as w�ites B�itish histo�ia� No��a� Da�ies [11, p. 1134]. Sixties – the �a�e o� the �ew 
�e�e�atio� o� So�iet a�� Uk�ai�ia� i�tellectuals who e�te�e� the cultu�e i� the seco�� hal� o� 
the 50�s, �u�i�� the “Kh�ushche� thaw” that �ull� �a�i�este� itsel� i� the fi�st hal� o� 1960�s. 
Kh�ushche�’s li�e�alizatio� ��ee� up c�eati�e e�e��� i�telli�e�tsia su��i�i�� ol�e� �e�e�atio�. 
Howe�e�, it also spaw�e� a �ew �e�e�atio� that, i� the wo��s o� the poet Nikolai Vi���a�o�ski� 
“acc�ue� ��o� s�all, thi� �othe�s �a��e� hacke�”. A�te� �eca�es o� te��i�le �est�uctio�, the 
Sixties – a ��esh wi�� i� outlook Uk�ai�ia� �a�. With its e�e ��ops �eil o� o�ficial p�opa�a��a, 
she �eels hu�t �atio�al i�a�e.

The �ele�a�ce o� the phe�o�e�o� o� the sixties cause� the �e�i�al o� �atio�al a�� spi�itual 
li�e o� Uk�ai�e. Lite�atu�e o� this pe�io� is calle� the seco�� �atio�al �e�i�al a�te� the �o�e��ist 
e�a o� 20�s a�� 30�s. Co��o� si��s o� a “�ew wa�e” – the a�tist’s i�eolo�ical e�a�cipatio� ��o� 
the �ule o� a totalita�ia� i�eolo��, st�e��the�i�� hu�a�istic wo�l��iew awake�i�� �atio�al p�i�e, 
�atio�al i�e�tit�, a se�se o� the u�ique�ess o� �o�e�� existe�ce, u��e�c� u��iase� a�t, ��ee�o� 
o� c�eati�it�, aesthetics cult.

The pu�pose o� the a�ticle – to a�al�ze the e�a o� the sixties, whe� the�e was a lot o� u��e���ou�� 
�a��s that sti�ulate i�ple�e�tatio� o� the �atio�al i�ea peace�ull�. Sixties acti�e social wo�k 
t��i�� to �e�i�e �atio�al i�e�tit�, co�t�i�ute� to the �e�oc�atizatio� o� political li�e i� Uk�ai�e.
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The stu�� o� the pe�io� co�e�e� Uk�ai�ia� cultu�e i� the wo�ks o� L. Koste�ko,  
A. Za�etsk�, V. B�iukho�etsk�, O. Pachlowska, E. S�e�st�uk, I. Dziu�a, B. O�se�e�ko, I. Kal��ets, 
M. Kots�u���ska L. Ta��ash��ska et al.

Kh�ushche�’s “thaw” was o�ficiall� �ecla�e� close� �oo�s o� the Twe�tieth Pa�t� Co���ess 
(1956), �oes �ot �ea� the �est�uctio� o� the totalita�ia� s�ste�. At the collectio� “T�ue Calli��!” 
(1958) D�it�� Pa�lichko �esc�i�i�� the political situatio� i� the So�iet U�io�, w�ote: “... c�oake� 
t��a�t, �ut the�e is a p�iso�”. These wo��s cause� the awake�i�� o� �atio�al p�i�e a�� a positi�e 
attitu�e Uk�ai�ia� pa�ticipa�ts li�e�atio� st�u��le. Powe� �istu��e� �ou�� �e�e�atio� that ha� 
co�plex �o��a�e, ��ee thi�ki�� withi� it �ot o�l� the p�ese�t �ut also the past a�� �utu�e o� 
Uk�ai�e. You�� �ecla�e� itsel� p�i�a�il� �e�i�al o� la��ua�e a�� t�a�itio�s o� Uk�ai�ia� cultu�e. 
The co�scious�ess o� the �ou�� �e�e�atio� that has wit�esse� the �all o� the cult o� Stali� su��e�e� 
a s�alle� i�flue�ce o� So�iet i�eolo��. I� the �alue s�ste� o� this �e�e�atio� we�e u�expecte� �o� 
the So�iet �o�al co�e o� i��i�i�ualis�, the cult o� ��ee�o� o� exp�essio�, skepticis�, hu�a�is� 
without su��o�ate co�ta�i�a�ts class app�oach.

The cultu�al �o�e�e�t that e�e��e� i� the late 50�s – ea�l� 60�s soo� tu��e� i�to the 
autho�ities a�� the oppositio� has �ai�e� �atio�al i�po�ta�ce. Most �ull� p�o�e� his clai� i� the 
lite�atu�e, which was up�ate� a�t �o��s �eo�a�o���tsk�h t�e��s a�� e�ha�ce awa�e�ess o� the 
co�ti�uit� o� �atio�al �alues, pathos �o�a�ticize� hu�a�is�.

I� the wo�k o� the sixties was the su�ject o� the histo�� o� �a�, a�� li�e� a see�i��l� 
u�shaka�le te�ets: awa�e, i�o�ic, c�iticize�, cu�se� a�� lo�e�, she coul� �elie�e it, �ut �e�use� to 
accept o� �aith e�e�tuall� li�e� a�� was �ot a��ai�. I� a societ� that za��halos�a i� h�poc�is�, 
the �atu�al�ess o� the i�o�� o� this c�iticis�, lo�e was u��e�ia�le cou�a�e. A�� i� the s�ste� 
is �equi�e� u�co�scious o�e�ie�ce, the a�tists o� this pe�io� she oppose� the i�ea o� co�scious 
�e�ellio�. I��i�i�ual �oice o� the �ew �a�, the pe�so�ificatio� o� �outh a�� ext�e�is�, the�e was 
a co��ictio� a�� se�te�ce to li�e wake c�eato�s e�a o� ��ee�o�. I� the lite�atu�e, the�e is a �ew 
u��e�sta��i�� o� ti�e. I� co�t�ast, o�ficial ti�e as a stea��, sole��, walke� to the �a�ue “��i�ht 
�utu�e”, i��i��e�e�t to the �ee�s a�� co�ce��s o� the i��i�i�ual, alie�ate� ��o� a pa�ticula� flow 
o� li�e, the�e is a� existe�tial ti�e Sixties – pe�so�al. He �e�eals the u�ique�ess o� each �o�e�t 
o� hu�a� existe�ce, its i��i�i�ual cost.

Mo�e�e�t o� the Sixties i�itiate� w�ite�s: I. D�ach, M. Vi���a�o�sk�, V. S��o�e�ko, 
L. Koste�ko, V. She�chuk, E. Gutsalo, I. Kal��ets; a�tists: A. Ho�ska, V. Za�etsk�, G. Se��uk, 
L. Se��ki�a, V. Kush�i�, G. Yakuto��ch, I. Ostafi�chuk, I. Ma�chuk; lite�a�� c�iticis�: I. Dziu�a, 
E. S�e�st�uk, M. Kots�u���ska; fil��ake�s a�� theate� acto�s: L. Ta��uk, S. Pa�aja�o�, J. Ill�e�ko, 
L. Os�ka, I. Mikolajcz�k; i�te�p�ete�s: G. Kochu�, M. Lucas, a �ou�� – A. Pe�epa��a a�� A. 
So�o�o�a; jou��alists a�� hu�a� �i�hts acti�ists: V. Cho��o�il, L. Luk�a�e�ko, V. Ma�che�ko, 
V. Mo�oz, O. T�h��, Yu. Lit�i�, M. Osa�chi�, Michael a�� Boh�a� Ho���, M. Z�a��che�ska a�� 
�a�� othe�s. Eu�e�e S�e�st�uk i� his �e�oi�s sa�s that his ��ie��s we�e t�pical “�ou�� i�ealis�, 
the pu�suit o� t�uth a�� �ai� positio�, oppositio�, �esista�ce, oppositio� o�ficial lite�atu�e a�� 
appa�atus �uil�e�s a�ou�� the �a��acks. Howe�e�, philosophical a�� i�eolo�ical p�o��a� o� the 
sixties �ostl� i�clu�e� all �asks a�� aliases hu�a�istic socialis� a�� passe� a�ou�� the e��e 
o� philosophical i�ealis� a�� �eli�io�, that is �ot �eall� exte�� �e�o�� le�alit�” [7, p.25–27].

I�itiate� p�i�a�il� �� poets o� the sixties soo� �eca�e u�i�e�sal scale socio�cultu�al 
phe�o�e�o�: lite�a�� a�� a�tistic, philosophical a�� i�eolo�ical, scie�tific, social a�� political. 
Sixties oppose� the�sel�es to the o�ficial �o��atic, p�o�essi�� ��ee�o� o� c�eati�e exp�essio� 
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a�� cultu�al plu�alis�, the p�io�it� o� hu�a� �alues   o�e� class. The �ost i�po�ta�t �acto� i� the 
�o��atio� o� the sixties was a Uk�ai�ia� �olklo�e, i�clu�i�� a�tists acti�el� �o��owe� a�� �ethi�k 
�olklo�e �oti�s a�� i�a�es. Equall� i�po�ta�t was the i�flue�ce o� Weste�� hu�a�istic cultu�e 
that �i��e�e�t paths, �ostl� th�ou�h t�a�slatio�s o� wo�ks �� E. He�i��wa�, A. Ca�us, A. Sai�t�
Exupe��, F. Ka�ka a�� othe�s, �ell i�to the Uk�ai�e. Do �ot �e�ai� u��otice� achie�e�e�ts o� 
Uk�ai�ia� cultu�e, i�clu�i�� “execute� Re�aissa�ce”. Sixties �esu�e� the t�a�itio� o� the classic 
p�e��atio�al i�telli�e�tsia, which has �ee� cha�acte�ize� �� the pu�suit o� spi�itual i��epe��e�ce, 
political alie�atio�, the i�eals o� ci�il societ� a�� se��i�� the people, a�� �e�elope� acti�e, which 
exte�� �e�o�� the o�ficial�o�: p�o�i�e� i��o��al �ea�i��s a�� a�t exhi�itio�s, pa�ties �e�o�� 
�ep�esse� a�tists, put hushe� theate� pla�s, �a�e a petitio� i� �e�e�se o� Uk�ai�ia� cultu�e. C�eati�e 
�outh clu� “Co�te�po�a��” i� K�i� a�� “S�ow��op” i� L�i� �eca�e �eal alte��ati�e ce�te�s o� 
national culture.

I� “Co�te�po�a��” acte� expe�i�e�tal ��a�a school whe�e the p�i�cipal was set �esi��e� Alla 
Ho�ska – o�e o� the lea�i�� �i�achok �esista�ce �o�e�e�t, the chie� �i�ecto� – Les Ta��uk, a�tist 
a�� �o�al lea�e� – Ma�ia� K�ushel��tsk�i who wa�te� to put poet�� �ea�i��s Maks�� R�lsk�, 
ea�l� Paul Tici�o ��ea�e� o� sta�i�� Uk�ai�ia� �olklo�e, �olk so��s [12, p. 235].

F�o� the 1964 lau�ch o� the sixties t�a�itio� ho�o�i�� Ta�as She�che�ko o� his �e�u�ial i� 
Ka�o. “This �a� was �oi�� to �o�ce people to pa�k – �ecalls Oksa�a Mieszko. – O� a �ouquet 
o� flowe�s zh�o�a�zhu�al�s�a �ou�tai�s. Ma� 22, 1966 i� the co�pa�� o� acti�e �a�s at the 
�o�u�e�t to Ta�as She�che�ko was �� so�” [4, p.17–18]. “The� se�e�al people, i�clu�i�� 
Oles�a a��este� �o� 5 �a�s, a�� the� expelle� ��o� �e�ical school. He �ot a jo� as a teache� o� 
��awi�� i� school, �ut �o� the �u�e�al speech o� Dece��e� 8, 1970 slau�hte�e� a�tist Alla Ho�ska 
hi� fi�e�” [4, p. 43].

Cultu�al acti�ities that �o �ot fit i�to the ��a�ewo�k o� what is pe��itte�, cause� �issatis�actio� 
powe�. “So �o �ot th�ow ��e�a�es sixties a�� �e�e��a�t flowe�s o� chocolate (as Li�a Koste�ko 
i� L�i� cou�ts). But the s�ste� o� �u�� he t�a�ple� chocolate, pe�haps se�si�� that his explosi�e 
powe� is �ot te��i�le. Those flowe�s a�� chocolates while �ot u��e��i�i�� the walls. The� we�e 
�o�ce� to ��eak the soul” [6, p.71]. Sixties �aile� to �ai�tai� the o�ficial i�eolo�ical a�� aesthetic 
�ou��a�ies. The�e�o�e, si�ce the e�� o� 1962 the�e was a �assi�e p�essu�e o� the �o��co��o��ist 
i�tellectuals. Sixties we�e u�a�le to pu�lish thei� wo�k i� jou��als, �ecause the� we�e accuse� o� 
“�o��alis�”, “u�p�i�ciple�”, “�ou��eois �atio�alis�”. I� �espo�se to the opp�essio� the� sp�ea� 
thei� i�eas i� sa�iz�at.

Nashto�h�u�sh�s �� fie�ce �esista�ce o� the pa�t� appa�atus, pa�t o� the Sixties i� Uk�ai�e 
ha� to co�p�o�ise with the �o�e���e�t, while othe�s ha�e e�ol�e� i� a political �issi�e�t, hu�a� 
�i�hts acti�ists a�� ope� oppositio� to the �e�i�e. Not sca�e� Sixties a��ests, which �e�a� Au�ust 
25, 1965 (i� jail was 21 people). I� co�t�ast, the�e we�e lette�s i� �e�e�se o� the accuse�. Gai�e� 
�uch pu�licit� �u��a�e�tal pole�ical t�eatise Dziu�a “I�te��atio�alis� o� Russificatio�?”.

    The fi�st spokes�e� o� the sixties we�e Li�a Koste�ko a�� Vasil Si�o�e�ko – acute 
�o�fictio� autho�s o� poet�� a�ai�st �atio�al opp�essio� a�� Russificatio� o� Uk�ai�e. The� spoke 
out a�ai�st h�poc�is�, �ele��osti i� �e�eali�� �ealit�, �e�e��e� �atio�al a�� cultu�al �e�i�al o� 
Uk�ai�e, Uk�ai�ia� i�eas o� �atio�al i�e�tit�. Rea�e�’s i�te�est a�ouse� collectio� o� poet�� �� 
Li�a Koste�ko “Ea�th �a�s” (1957), “Sails” (1958), “Jou��e� o� Hea�t” (1961), whe�e the autho� is 
sta�tli�� i� its i�ti�ac�, wa��th, si�ce�it� a�azi��. Любовна лірика поетеси наділена чистотою 
і ніжністю. Проте найвагоміше у творчості поетеси це – приклад шляхетного служіння нації, 
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що стало нормою її життя. All the thou�hts a�� i�te�tio�s o� Li�a Koste�ko – the �ate o� the 
people, who ��oppe� out to �o hea�� li�e�atio� Ho�� histo�ical a�� sta� at the sa�e spi�ituall� 
i��est�ucti�le. Howe�e�, it is ext�e�el� �e�a��i�� o� his people , he sees his �aults a�� i�fi��ities, 
a�� i� spite o� e�e��thi�� – �estless a�� �aith�ull� lo�es it. I� a� i�te��iew with Li�a Koste�ko 
sai�, “Uk�ai�ia� soul was �ot co��o�ta�le e�e�! This I tell �ou ... a ��eat �eal Uk�ai�ia� �o�� ... 
It’s just a ��eat �eal ...” [10, p. 141].

 She was �esti�e� to �e the �o�e�u��e� o� a whole coho�t o� the sixties, which le� to the fi�st 
��esh wi�� o� cha��e cause� �� the �e�Stali�izatio� o� societ�, its aspi�atio�s �o� sel�, fi��i�� �ew 
�o��s o� a�tistic exp�essio� ha�e t�ie� to ��eak the i�eolo�ical chai�s escape ��o� the socialist�
�ealist custo�� a�� �etu�� o� Uk�ai�ia� lite�atu�e, a�t a�� aesthetic �i�e�sio� [13, p. 288].

Focusi�� o� �ete��i�i�� the �alue o� hu�a� li�e, the sixties, �ou�� a�� �a�i��, sou�ht to 
�o�e��ize co�st�ai�e� �o��a o� socialist �ealis� Uk�ai�ia� societ�. Voice o� Li�a Koste�ko was 
�isti��uishe� a�o�� all: �o �ot cha��e it o� the �ea�s o� �ep�essio� that occu��e� sho�tl� a�te� 
Kh�ushche� thaw o� ce�so�e� o� �itte� �isappoi�t�e�t. She �e�ai�e� �� itsel� – u�co�p�o�isi��, 
co�siste�t, cou�a�eous a�� sha�p wo��. “I chose the �ate Alo�e” – sai� the poet, co�scious o� 
thei� choices. “Uk�ai�ia� w�ite�, co�i�� i� lite�atu�e, at fi�st �i� �ot k�ow i� which a�ea o�   the 
t�ou�les he we�t. The� co�es a �uess a�� p�otests: this ca� �ot �e! But I ha�e to wo�k. This is 
the �ate o� �� people, so – a�� �� �esti��” [3].

Co�te�po�a�� �eeti�� sec�eta�iat W�ite�s’ U�io� cou�cils we�e �ou�� Sixties (so o�te� 
c�eate� co��itio�s �o� a��est �� exclu�i�� ��o� the U�io�). O� the o�e o� these �assac�es Li�a 
Koste�ko explai�e� his choice a�� his ��ie��s Ca�us sai�: “The wo�l� is �i�i�e� i�to pla�ue a�� 
its �icti�s. A�� people shoul� �o o�l� ho�est choice: �ot to si�e with the pla�ue. A�� the colo� 
o� the pla�ue , ��ow� o� �e�, this is a �i�o� issue” [6, p. 71].

U�eas� �e�elope� the c�eati�e li�e o� the poet. A�te� the ��illia�t success o� the fi�st th�ee 
�ooks – hea�� sixtee� pe�io� o� sile�ce. He� �a�e �isappea�e� ��o� the lite�a�� p�ocess ��o� 1961 
to 1977 �ot pu�lishe� o�e o� he� �ooks. Pa�t� i�eolo�ues �locke� all cha��els o� co��u�icatio� 
poet o� the people. But the ��a�e wo�a�, o�i�i�al poet a�� withstoo� pe�secutio� o� powe� a�� 
u��ai� accusatio�s c�iticis� a�� passi�e sile�ce “c�ow�”. To�a� L. Koste�ko – o�e o� the �ost 
�elo�e� poets whose �e�ses lea�e �o o�e i��i��e�e�t, �ecause �ull o� �eal, �e�ui�e lo�e – to a �a�, 
the �atu�e o� his �ati�e la��. Sha�p pai� echoe� i� the hea�t o� Li�a Koste�ko Che��o��l t�a�e��. 
F�o� u��e� he� pe� ca�e �ull o� �itte��ess, �ise�� a�� ��ust�atio� poetic �e�ses.

C�eati�it� Koste�ko t�ul� u�ique phe�o�e�o� o� the spi�itual li�e o� the Uk�ai�ia� �atio�. 
“Without he� poet�� �ooks – ��o� the fi�st “Ea�th �a�s” (1957) a�� the� “Sails” (1958), “Jou��e� o� 
Hea�t” (1961), “O� the Ba�ks o� the Ete��al Ri�e�” (1977), “Ma�ia Chu�ai” (1979), “U�ique�ess” 
(1980), “The Ga��e� �eta�uch�h sculptu�e” (1987), “Вибране” (1989) a�� up to “Be�estechko” 
(1999) – hu�a�ita�ia� au�a Uk�ai�ia� �atio� �o lo��e� possi�le, �ecause it �ou�ishes the spi�itual 
e�e��� u�i�e�se Uk�ai�e, is ou� u��e�sta��i�� estee� – that which is i��ispe�sa�le to u��e�sta��i�� 
ou�sel�es a �atio� without which the�e ca� a�ise a state such as we ��ea�e�” [13, p. 292].

The �eal soul o� the sixties, his co�scie�ce was the poet Vas�l S��o�e�ko (1935–1964). 
His wo�k i�flue�ce� pu�lic opi�io� a�� awake�e� �atio�al co�scious�ess. His c�eati�e �a��e� 
a�� positio� i� li�e has �ee� cha�acte�ize� �� �o�al �axi�alis�, i�tole�a�ce o� all totalita�ia� 
�eceptio�, which was closel� sh�ou�e� li�e a�� cultu�e. Acco��i�� to the poet’s li�e ca�e o�l� two 
collectio�s: “Sile�ce a�� Thu��e�” (1962) a�� “Ki�� Plaksi� a�� Loskoto�” (1963). Collectio� 
“Sile�ce a�� Thu��e�” the�e pe��eate� the �atio�al co�scious�ess, so that it has �eco�e a� e�e�t 
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�ot o�l� i� lite�atu�e �ut also i� the social li�e o� Uk�ai�e. I� it the autho� �e�eals the t�a�e�� o� 
the situation:

“Уже народ одна суцільна рана,
Уже від крови хижіє земля” [8, с. 23].

I� the poe� “Swa� �othe�” poet i� a s���olic wa� o� �ep�ese�ti�� the Uk�ai�ia� �othe� 
who ��ea�s a�out the �ate o� his so�:

“Можна все на світі вибирати сину, 
Вибрати не можна тільки Батьківщину” [8, с. 64].

I� this poe�, the poet’s �othe� s���ol exte��e� to Uk�ai�e, �i�i�� it a pat�iotic sou��, 
e�phasizi�� filial lo�e, �ot o�l� �o� the �othe� �ut also to the �othe�la��. Re�e��i�� to his 
ho�ela��, he p�oclai�s the wo�� o� Uk�ai�e:  

“Ради тебе перли в душі сію,
Ради тебе мислю і творю.
Хай мовчать Америки й Росії,
Коли я з тобою говорю” [8, с. 184].

G�owi�� Vasil Si�o�e�ko a�o�� Uk�ai�ia� a�� Uk�ai�ia� so��s o� �atu�e, which �eflects 
the �itual cale��a�, e�plo��e�t, a��icultu�al cult, we��i�� a�� �u�e�al custo�s. All this le� to 
the poet’s lo�e to �a�, the wo�ke� a�� the Uk�ai�e, with who� he sha�es the “jo�, so��ows a�� 
worries”.

A tho�ou�h u��e�sta��i�� o� thei� �e�etic �oots, co�sta�t �eeli�� o� powe� that co�es ��o� 
his �ati�e la��, a se�se o� jo� a�� �ut� to thei� ow� people – it was all he is a� ele�e�ta�� st�o�� 
as the wo��s:

“Щось у мене було
І від діда Тараса
І від прадіда –
Сковороди” [8, с. 141]. 

The �lo�ious histo�ical past o� the Uk�ai�ia� people ��o� the ti�e o� the P�i�ce, Cossack 
a�� a �ew e�a, acco��i�� to V. S��o�e�ko shall se��e the �ou��e� �e�e�atio� �ot o�l� p�i�e �ut 
also sti�ulus to the c�eatio� o� �ew i�eas i� the p�ese�t �a� .

Uk�ai�ia� la��, with all its histo��, the poet �i�es �ot o�l� a� i�spi�atio� to wo�k a�� 
st�u��le �o� �atio�al �i�hts, �ut also keeps it at the Uk�ai�ia� �atio�, �espite all the �ise�� 
a�� su��e�i��. I� the poe� “Uk�ai�e” V. S��o�e�ko �e�e��s the ho�ela��, accuses all who 
se��e the �e�i�e a�� �ecklessl� takes his o��e�s he calls the� “spi�itual �a��a�e”, “Boots”, 
“wo�thless” �ecause the� �est�o� Uk�ai�ia� histo�ical achie�e�e�ts. I� a �u��e� o� poe�s �� 
V. S��o�e�ko i� s���olic �o�� states that the Uk�ai�ia� t�a�itio�alis� i�he�e�t i� ��ee�o� 
o� spi�it a�� t�ue wo��s. I �aile� o�ce, a�� ca� �ot �ow eithe� ��ow� o� �e �eplace� �� the 
Co��u�ist spi�it, �ecause i� Uk�ai�ia� is a� ete��al t�uth that exp�ess a�� exp�ess poets, w�ite�s 
a�� cultu�al fi�u�es, scie�tists, politicia�s all �o��s o� a�t. Because V. S��o�e�ko a��o�e who 
t�ies to kill the spi�it o� ��ee�o� i� Uk�ai�e, all those who a�e t��i�� to �eplace the wo�� t�uth 
lies th�owi�� te��i�le wo��s:
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“Тремтіть убивці, думайте лакузи,
Життя не наліза на ваш копил,
Ви чуєте? На цвинтарі ілюзій
Уже немає місця для могил” [8, с. 104].

“Apostles o� i�iquit�”, the poet co�t�asts the apostles o� t�uth a�� the spi�it o� ��ee�o� o� 
speech, Uk�ai�ia� p�o�i�e�t fi�u�es ��o� a�cie�t ti�es up to the p�ese�t ti�e. Belie� i� the �o�al 
a�� ethical st�e��th Uk�ai�ia� �a� t�a�itio�alis� o� its �atio�al a�� social li�e�atio� o� i�eas – 
a philosoph� V. S��o�e�ko a�� co�te�po�a�� �ou�� people i� Uk�ai�e, whe�e �o� �ea�s hel� 
�e�atio�alizatio� a�� Russificatio� o� the Uk�ai�ia� people �� the co��u�ist �e�i�e. This �ew 
�e�e�atio� has ��ow� up that is looki�� �o� a wa� to co�ti�ue thei� �a�il�, t�a�itio�, p�ese��atio� 
o� la��ua�e, cultu�e a�� �ist�i�utes Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al li�e�atio� i�eas. The i�eal �ou�� �a� i� 
Uk�ai�e, acco��i�� to V. S��o�e�ka is a� i��epe��e�t cou�t�� a�� ��ee�o�. I��o�talit� o� the 
Uk�ai�ia� people to his wo�l� o� i�eas V. S��o�e�ko exp�esse� i� the poe� “Whe�e a�e �ou 
kat� �� people”:

“ Народ мій є! Народ мій завжди буде!
Ніхто не перекреслить мій народ! 
Пощезнуть всі перевертні й приблуди
І орди завойовників�заброд!” [8, с. 147].

Realizi�� all his poetic tale�t to the lo�e o� Uk�ai�e, the poet has �ot cha��e� eithe� t�uth 
o� �eaut�, a�� that is what �aise� the le�el o� ci�ic l��ics clea� as a tea�, poet��. I� his wo�k a 
st�o�� a�� u�ique tale�t joi�e� with exceptio�al ci�ic cou�a�e, which he exalte� a�o�e all his 
co�te�po�a�ies:

“Ти знаєш, що ти – людина.
Ти знаєш про це чи ні?” [8, с. 97]. 

P�e�atu�e Death V. S��o�e�ka at a�e 28 was �e�a��e� as the sixties t�a�ic e�e�t i� Uk�ai�ia� 
cultu�e. Back i� K�i� a�te� the �u�e�al o� the poet i� Che�kass�, ��ie��s hel� a �e�o�ial e�e�i�� i� 
which lite�a�� c�itic I�a� Dziu�a st�esse� that V. S��o�e�ko acutel� awa�e o� the �elatio�ship o� 
the �atio�al i�ea o� all hu�a� �alues   , with the co�cept o� hu�a� �i��it�, ho�o� a�� co�scie�ce, 
pe�so�al a�� social ethics a�� justice. I�a� Dziu�a’s speech at the Repu�lica� House o� W�ite�s 
Ja�ua�� 16, 1965 to �a�k the 30th a��i�e�sa�� o� his �i�th (�ecease�) Vasil S��o�e�ko – a� ope� 
call to all o� us to u��e�sta�� ou�sel�es as a people, �is�upt showe� a�� ha�� chai�.

A�o�� the sixties stoo� a�� Vas�l Stus – poet, teache�, lite�a�� c�itic, a ��a�uate stu�e�t o� 
the Aca�e�� o� Scie�ces, Fellow o� the State Histo�ical A�chi�e, a�� the� – u�e�plo�e�, was 
�is�isse� ��o� all his posts i� 1968. He �a�t�� o� twe�t� ca�p expe�ie�ce (Mo��o�ia, Ma�a�a�, 
Pe��), he �ie� i� the to�tu�e cha��e�s i� Pe��, showe� a �o�el o� i��i�ci�ilit� Sixties. I� the 
West, the �a�e o� Vas�l Stus was k�ow� i� 1968 as the autho� o� “Ope� Lette� to the P�esi�iu� 
o� the U�io� o� W�ite�s o� Uk�ai�e” sha�pl� c�iticizi�� hooli�a� a��e�sit� O. Polto�atsk� o� 
�etai�ee V. Cho��o�il. Pu�lish his poe�s a�� wo�ks o� Uk�ai�ia� Vas�l Stus �a�azi�es �e�a� 
a�othe� 23 �ea� ol�. Howe�e�, the fi�st collectio� o� poe�s, “Wi�te� T�ees” was pu�lishe� i� the 
West i� 1970, the poet tu��e� to the cos�os, to �atu�e, which has its ow� �o�al laws a�� powe�. 
He �eflecte� o� the esse�ce o� hu�a� existe�ce, o� wa�s o� li�e a�� fi�ht �o� the t�uth. Much lo�e 
�o� Uk�ai�e, its past a�� �utu�e, �e�o�ies o� the �a�il� – lea�i�� to the l��ics V. Stus:
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“Сто років, як сконала Січ…
Сто років мучених надій,
І сподівань, і вір, і крові
синів, що за любов тавровані” [9, с. 95].

His li�e a�� st�u��le, thou�hts, �eeli��s a�� thou�hts, e�e�� i�a�e a�� e�e�� poe� is �ot 
o�l� li�ke� with Uk�ai�e, its �esti��, past, p�ese�t a�� �utu�e, �ut also �ull o� it. The poet seeks to 
��i�� people to �oo��ess, justice, hu�a�it�, the t�ue i�eals �o� which it has �ot lost to Uk�ai�ia� 
i�e�tit�. Vas�l Stus i� all ci�cu�sta�ces was a �a� who has co�siste�tl� a�he�e� to the p�i�ciples 
o� �oo��ess, justice, lo�alt� to ��ie��s a�� a ci�cle o� i�te�ests. He was a poet, a� opti�ist. A�� 
i� his li�e opti�istic, chee��ul pe�ceptio� o� its existe�ce, is �ot �epa�te� ��o� the t�a�itio�s o� 
Uk�ai�ia� people a�� Uk�ai�ia� a�t i� all its �o��s:

“Даруйте радощі мої
І клопоти мої –
нещастя й радощі мої –
весняні ручаї… 
Блажен, хто не навчився жить,
блажен, хто зна – любить. …”  [9, с. 53].         

V. Stus as a poet a�� citize� was �e�e� i��i��e�e�t to the histo�ical �ate o� Uk�ai�e, its 
t�a�ic past. I� the poe� “I� Wit�ess Ch�o�icles” shows the ti�e o� �ui�. Poet, �e�e��i�� to the 
�ista�t histo�ical past o� Uk�ai�e, o�e o� the �a�kest a�� �ost t�a�ic pa�es, �ea�s late� tu��s to 
co�te�po�a��, calls �o� app�op�iate co�clusio�s, �ot to �epeat the te��i�le pictu�es that su��i�e� 
the Uk�ai�e i� the se�e�tee�th a�� twe�tieth ce�tu�ies. Ete��al �alues   �o� the poet was Uk�ai�e 
a�� its people. The�e�o�e, the spi�itual �o�� o� li�e, his wo�k a�� he�oic �eat he �e�otes to the�:

“Народе мій, до тебе я ще верну
Як в смерті обернуся до життя
Своїм стражденним і незлим обличчям.
Як син, тобі доземно уклонюсь
І чесно гляну в чесні твої вічі
І в смерті з рідним краєм поріднюсь” [9, с. 169].         

The �o�e�e�t o� the sixties �efi�itel� laste� �ea�l� a �eca�e. Rocki�� �achi�e �athe�e� 
�o�e�tu� a�� Au�ust 26, 1965 was a �lack �a� �o� the cit�. O� this �a�, was a��este� Boh�a� 
Ho���, Michael Kosi�, Michael Osa�ch�i, I�a� Gel, Mi�osla�a Z�a��che�ska, Michael M�s�utka, 
Teo�ozi� Sta�aka. Su�seque�tl�, these a��ests ha�e �ee� calle� “the fi�st swath”. The a��est has 
cause� wi�e pu�lic �eso�a�ce. The t�ial o� hu�a� �i�hts has �eco�e a cha��e �o�e, as the�e 
was at the cou�thouse �e�o�st�atio�: to suppo�t the p�iso�e�s ca�e �ot o�l� thei� �elati�es a�� 
acquai�ta�ces, �ut also a ��oup o� w�ite�s (Li�a Koste�ko, I�a� D�ach, V�achesla� Cho��o�il, 
Nichola� Mo�oz, L�i� w�ite�s), the� th�owi�� flowe�s, c�ie� “Glo��”! Sixties was ��i�e� i�to the 
i��e� “spi�itual u��e���ou��” a��ests 1965–72�s, a�� so�e �ep�ese�tati�es o� the sixties without 
�uch �esista�ce switche� to o�ficial positio�s.

  
Author’s translation of the article
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