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The specific o� u��e�sta��i�� �� Michel Foucault �i�ectl� �e�i�e� ��o� his �esea�ch 
�iscu�si�e p�actices we�e p�o�e�. It is show� that i� a��itio� to all Foucault hol�s the positio� 
acco��i�� to which the p�o�uctio� o� �iscou�se i� societ� is co�t�olle� �� �atu�e. I� the political 
�i�e�sio� o� �ei�� hu�a� a�� the app�op�iate le�el o� �iscou�se also �a�i�est the�sel�es 
exclusio� p�oce�u�e. The specific ope�atio� o� these p�oce�u�es, wa�s a�� �ea�s o� c�eati�� 
the� alie�. Cha�acte�ize the p�ocess o� �o��i�� a a� alie� at p�ese�t, i� te��s o� �efi�itio� o� 
�iscou�si�e socio�political p�actices.
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Specificit� u��e�sta��i�� a alie� M.Foucault �i�ectl� �e�i�e� ��o� his stu�ies o� �iscu�si�e 
p�actices. Discou�se itsel�, u�like J. De��i�a, M. Foucault u��e�sta��s wi�e� tha� the textual 
�o��atio�, i�clu�i�� i� its a�al�sis a�� ext�atextual�acto�s as the w�iti�� o� the status o� the 
�aca�t exp�essio� o� �ea�i��, which �ea�s that “w�iti�� is a �a�e cha�acte�s, �ot so �uch �o� 
its o��e�l� si��ifie� �ea�i��, as the �e�� �atu�e �a�ke� with” [4, p. 17]. This �o�e�tous �a�e 
takes place outsi�e o� the �ules that �efi�e the i�te��al lo�ic o� w�iti��. Thus, specific t�acki�� 
a alie� i� political �iscou�se co�sist p�i�a�il� i� the �isco�e�� space o� its existe�ce, �ot i� the 
�eco�st�uctio� o� the expe�ie�ce o� its existe�ce, as the latte� �e�e�all� p�o�le�atic i� te��s o� 
a �isc�ete app�oach to �ealit� i� �iscu�si�e p�actices i� �e�e�al – “at that status, which has the 
co�cept o� w�iti�� to�a� without questio�, �eall�, a�out the �estu�e o� w�iti��, �o� i��icate that 
so�eo�e see�s to wa�t to sa�” [4, p. 17].

I� this co�text, it is a��isa�le to �ecall the co�cept o� �eath �� Michel Foucault. It co�sists 
i� a state�e�t: autho� – is �ot just a� ele�e�t o� �iscou�se, a�� the wa� his o��a�izatio�, �u�ctio� 
classificatio�, sepa�atio� a�� oppositio�. It o��a�izes a set o� texts. Fi�all�, the “autho� �u�ctio� to 
�esc�i�e a ce�tai� wa� o� li�e �iscou�se” [4, p. 21]. I� political �iscou�se is p�ese�te� as the�atic 
st�uctu�i�� �e��al p�actices �esi��e� to p�o�i�e a hie�a�chical st�atificatio� o� exp�essio�, to 
�e�elop a se�ies o� i��icato�s that �ete��i�e thei� �easi�ilit� a�� cost app�op�iatel� i�e�ti��i�� 
those p�o�isio�s that �o �e�o�� lo�ic ope�atio� such �iscou�se. This ext�a�li�ita�i�ess a�� is a 
�e�iu� �o��atio� the alie�.

App�op�iate o��a�izatio� o� �iscu�si�e p�actices, i�clu�i�� i� thei� political i�te�p�etatio� 
p�ese��es thei� co�te�t (usuall� e�e� i�eolo�ical ) u�it� �e�uctio�i���i��e�e�ce �ase� o� the 
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p�i�ciples o� e�olutio� to the “pe��issi�le e��o�”. This app�oach helps to o�e�co�e co�t�a�ictio�s 
also �ecause o� the p�ese�ce o� i�eolo�ical �iscou�se ce�te� e�a�les the o��a�izatio� a�ou�� it 
e�e� �utuall� exclusi�e thi��s.

Foucault, a�o�� a�he�es to the positio� acco��i�� to which the p�o�uctio� o� �iscou�se i� societ� 
is co�t�olle� �� �atu�e – “i� e�e�� societ� the p�o�uctio� o� �iscou�se si�ulta�eousl� �o�ito�e� 
u��e��oes selectio�, o��a�ize� a�� �e�ist�i�ute� th�ou�h a ce�tai� �u��e� o� p�oce�u�es whose �u�ctio� 
– to �eut�alize his powe� c�e�e�tials a�� �elate� haza��s cu�� its u�p�e�icta�le e�e�ts, a�oi� it this �ull, 
this �a��e�ous �ate�ialit�” [3, p. 51]. Heu�istic �iscou�se �a��e�ous pote�tial �o� political i�stitutio�s 
i� powe� just �ecause o� the powe� o� the �eatu�es i� �iscou�se, a�� this �uch��ee�e� co�t�ol.

I� the political �i�e�sio� o� hu�a� existe�ce, it is political, �ot political, a�� the app�op�iate 
le�el o� �iscou�se also �a�i�est the�sel�es exclusio� p�oce�u�e. It is the ope�atio� o� these 
p�oce�u�es c�eates thealie�. The �ost o��ious o� these is – a �a�. The �e�� specificit� o� �u�ctio�i�� 
political �iscou�se i�plies that �ou ca� �ot sa� all � the�e is alwa�s the whole sche�e o� the �ules 
a�� p�oce�u�es that �ete��i�e the o��e� o� exp�essio�, its co�te�t a�� the�e, the ci�cu�sta�ces 
p�ece�i�� a�� the su�ject �acto� as co�pete�ce a�� status �acto� is also i�po�ta�t. “The ta�oo o� 
the o�ject, �itual ci�cu�sta�ces, p�i�ile�e� o� exclusi�e �i�ht su�ject that sa�s – we a�e �eali�� 
with the e��ect o� th�ee t�pes o� p�ohi�itio�s that o�e�lap, �ei��o�ce o� o��set each othe�, �o��i�� 
a co�plex �etwo�k which co�ti�uousl� cha��es” [3, p. 51–52].

A�othe� p�oce�u�e is the �isti�ctio� exclusio� a�� �ejectio�. Thei� actio� is �ase� o� the 
�i�a�� oppositio� o� co�st�ucts. Foucault is illust�ate� �� the �atio o� the �i�� a�� �a��ess. 
I� political �iscou�se exa�ples a�e �u�e�ous. Fo� exa�ple, the �e�uctio� o� the alie� political 
�iscou�se takes place as the a�ticulatio� o� the i�possi�ilit� o� �ep�ese�ti�� hi� the positio� 
that is �ost use�ul, �ecause the latte�, i� acco��a�ce with �e�oc�atic p�i�ciples, has the �i�ht to 
�ete��i�e the �i�ectio� o� �o�e�e�t o� the �iscou�se.

The thi�� p�oce�u�e Foucault co�si�e�s the oppositio� o� t�ue a�� �alse – “o� cou�se, i� �ou 
sit at the le�el o� exp�essio� i�si�e o� a �iscou�se, the �i�isio� �etwee� t�ue a�� �alse �oes �ot 
p�o�e �o� a��it�a��, �o� p�o�e to cha��es associate� with so�e i�stitutio�s o� �iole�t. But i� we 
take a �i��e�e�t sta�ti�� poi�t, �aise the questio� i� what was a�� what it alwa�s is, �oi�� th�ou�h 
all ou� �iscou�ses – this will to t�uth, which has �o�e th�ou�h so �a�� ce�tu�ies o� ou� histo�� ... 
we’ll see the�, pe�haps, as e�e��es so�ethi�� like it o� a s�ste� exceptio� (s�ste� o� histo�ical, 
su�ject to cha��e, i�stitutio�all� e��o�ce�)” [3, p. 55]. A�out a thi�� s�ste� o� exclusio� Foucault 
sai� �ost – i� his opi�io�, �u�i�� the fi�st two ce�tu�ies it was e�ecte� i� the thi��. The� a�e �ull 
o� what he calls the “will to t�uth”, which �efi�es the thi�� p�oce�u�e. I� �act, this – he�e “will to 
t�uth” a�� �locks the �eplo��e�t o� �eal �iscou�se i� te��s o� i�te�twi�i�� exp�essio� �� �uil�i�� 
the� acco��i�� to a ce�tai� lo�ic, ce�te�i�� a�ou�� a p�i�ciple – “t�ue �iscou�se that its �a��ato�� 
�o�� �e�oi� o� �esi�e a�� �elease� ��o� autho�ities �a� �ot �eco��ize the will to t�uth which 
pe��a�es it, a�� the will to t�uth, i� tu�� – o�e that has lo�� �ee� i�pose� o� us �ou�sel� – this 
is the t�uth that it �ol�t ca� �ot this will �ot o�st�uct” [3, p. 58–59]. So we a�e �ace� with o�l� 
the t�uth actuall� is u�i�e�sal i� its esse�ce, a�� the �iscou�se is �e�uce� to ha�pi�� �i��e�e�t 
wa�s, acco��i�� to the �isc�ete �isti�ctio� ofi� which it occu�s, o�l� its si�es, without the a�ilit� 
to cha��e its se�a�tic co�po�e�t. I� political �iscou�se i� �i��e�e�t sta�es such t�uths we�e the 
state, citize�ship, �atio�alit�, i��i�ect i�flue�ce a�� c�eate the alie�.

I� a��itio� to exte��al a�� i�te��al �iscou�se i��ol�es exclusio� p�oce�u�e – “it – p�oce�u�es 
that act �o�e as p�i�ciples o� classificatio�, o��e�i��, �ist�i�utio�, thou�h this ti�e the poi�t was 
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to �ei� i� a�othe� �i�e�sio� o� �iscou�se: its e�e�t a�� cha�ce” [3, p. 59]. The� �o�� a �iscipli�e. 
The latte� is �ot si�pl� the su� o� all that ca� �e t�ul� co�tai�e� i� the �iscou�se, �ut �athe� the 
i�te��al o��e� o� its �eplo��e�t that p�o�i�es o��e�i�� �ee� se�seo� the o�e ha�� a�� �lock 
cha�ce, the i�pact o� the e�e�t, as app�op�iate, a�� �ispla� o� the alie�.

Mo�eo�e�, Foucault i�e�tifies a�� thi�� ��oup exclusio� p�oce�u�es which he classifies u��e� 
the hea�i�� �ete��i�atio� �iscou�se i� te��s o� ��i��i�� the actio�, as well as i��i�i�uals �� 
i�posi�� ce�tai� �ules to which access is �ot ope� all co�e�s. This is a�othe� �i�e�sio� to the 
�o��atio� o� a alie� – a ki�� o� a status �efi�itio� a�� st�uctu�i�� o� exp�essio� o� i��i�i�uals, as 
well as the existe�ce o� co��o� �ules, al�eit i� a �iase�, �oes �ot �ua�a�tee equal oppo�tu�ities 
i� thei� applicatio� – “this ti�e it co�es to thi��i�� o� su�jects, sa�, i� o��e� o� �iscou�se �e�e� 
co�e o�e who �oes �ot �eet ce�tai� �equi�e�e�ts, o� ��o� the �e�i��i�� has �o �i�ht to it” [3,  
p. 69]. The last se�te�ce is pa�ticula�l� �e�a�ka�le i� that the�e a�e �e�tio�s o� �i�ht to exp�essio�, 
which is the e�i�e�ce o� �iase� �iscou�se status, especiall� political, �espite the �u��a�e�tal 
�ou��atio� o� its ope�atio�. It p�ese�ts e�i�e�ce that �ot all a�eas a�e ope� political �iscou�se 
– �i��e�e�tiatio� �a�i�ests itsel� pa�ticula�l� clea�l� i� these �atte�s o�e wa� o� a�othe� a��ect 
�o�e���e�t i�stitutio�s, o� the� �a� ca��� a th�eat to cha��e the powe� �ispositi�. Mo�e ope� 
�iscou�se a�e those a�eas that a�e ci�il i� �atu�e, �ecause thei� su�ject �atte� is p�acticall� �ot 
ca��� the i�pact o� the fixe� e��ects o� the �u�ctio�i�� o� the �echa�is�s �uli��.

The �ost supe�ficial, the�e�o�e, t�acea�le �o�� o� �est�ictio� o� Michel Foucault �elie�es 
�itual. Last p�o�i�es qualificatio�s which �ust ha�e su�jects �o� exp�essio�, as �ialo�is�, �ou��e� 
i� �iscou�se, the� �equi�e a clea� positio� �o��e� ce�tai� t�pe o� the exp�essio�. A�� �o�� o� 
co�t�a�ictio�s such t�ai�i�� is al�ea�� �oi�� with the alie� e�tit�. Also, “�efi�es �itual �estu�es, 
�eha�io�, ci�cu�sta�ces a�� the totalit� o� si��s, which �ust acco�pa�� the �iscou�se, he fi�all� 
captu�es the a�ticipate� e�ficac� o� sa�e wo��s – thei� e��ect o� those to who� the� a�e �i�ecte� a�� 
li�its thei� coe�ci�e powe�” [3, p. 71]. Political �iscou�se is �i�ficult to sepa�ate ��o� the �itual. Last 
�isti��uishe� acto�s, the special �eatu�es that cha�acte�ize the�, a�� at the sa�e ti�e �ete��i�i�� the 
alie� that �oes �ot fit i�to this lo�ic. It is also i�po�ta�t to e�phasize �o�i�e�tical alie� a�� �a��i�al 
i� this �espect, �ecause the latte� i�plies the existe�ce o� �u�ctio�i�� political �iscou�se, �i�e� the 
�ee� �o� excess i��icati�e o� a positio� that �oes �ot fit i� the “will to t�uth” he a�ticulate. The alie� 
is a positio� that ca� �ot �e �e�uce� �ecause o� the �i�a�� co�st�uct o� this �i�i�u� allowa�le e��o�.

A� exa�ple o� political �iscou�se i� this co�text ca� �e a political �oct�i�e, as it is a�le to li�k 
the su�jects exp�essio� o� thei� specific t�pes, �easu�e�e�ts o� exp�essio� o� a pa�ticula� �isio� o� 
political phe�o�e�a, with this i�posi�� a �a� o� all othe� �eatu�es o� his i�te�p�etatio�. To this �ust 
�e a��e� the ho�izo�tal le�el o� co��u�icatio� that �e�eals the co��ecti�it� �etwee� a �usi�ess 
a�� �equi�es the use o� �e�� specific state�e�ts. The political �oct�i�e is a�le to keep itsel� a�ou�� 
oppositio� suppo�te�s a�� a alie� to itsel�, which �oes �e�o�� the �e�e��e� �iscou�se, �ot sha�i�� 
those state�e�ts that its �o�� – “the �oct�i�e o� a �ou�le su�o��i�atio�: su�jects, sa� � a ce�tai� 
�iscou�se a�� �iscou�ses � a pa�ticula� ��oup, at least �i�tuall�, i��i�i�uals who speak” [3, p. 74].

Whe� i��i�i�ual �eatu�es a�e �e�uce� to co�cepts that “ce�e�ts” the �asic �ou��atio�s 
o� �iscou�se with a �iew to �atio�alizatio�, the �iscou�se itsel� ��o� the i�eolo�ical ce�te� o� 
a wo�l� shi�ti�� to the pe�iphe��, �etti�� �i� o� thei� heu�istic i�cli�atio�. I�stea�, the ce�te� 
positio� �eco�es �uilt, wo�ke� a�� su��este�, o�l� a�le to st�ati��, hie�a�chicall a�ou��. This is 
just �eco�i�� e�i�e�t i� the political �oct�i�e. “A�� i� it fi�all� ca� take the �o�� o� �iscou�se, 
i� a��thi�� ca� �e sai� a�� �iscou�se ca� speak a�out e�e��thi�� – it’s the �act that all thi��s 
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fi�� thei� �ea�i�� a�� excha��e� it ca� �etu�� to its sile�t i�te�io�, the co�scious�ess o� �ost 
itsel�” [3, p. 78]. Foucault �i�htl� �otes, “the �iscou�se – it is �e�e� �o�e tha� a �a�e. Ga�e o� 
w�iti�� i� the fi�st cas, �ea�i�� – i� the seco��, sha�i�� – i� the thi��, a�� this excha��e is �ea�i��, 
w�iti�� is alwa�s �eali�� o�l� with si��s. E�te�i�� thus i�to the cate�o�� si��ifie�, �iscou�se is 
ca�cele� i� its �ealit�” [3, p. 77–78 ]. Al�ost i�possi�le to talk a�out ��ee �iscu�si�it�whe� it 
co�es to the p�i�ciples o� st�uctu�i�� a�� ��oupi��. I� this co�text, it ca� �e co�clu�e� that it is 
the p�ese�ce o� a alie� a�� allows �iscou�se, i�clu�i�� political, �ut the� whe� it e��u�e �e�o�� 
the �a�ious �echa�is�s o� a�oi�a�ce, it is a��isa�le to talk a�out the ha��li�� a�� ope�atio� o� 
the co�plia�ce autho�itati�e �iscou�se, o� it �epe��s o� so�e i�ea that his a�� st�uctu�es.

All this puts ce�tai� �equi�e�e�ts �e�o�e the stu�� o� �iscou�se. Foucault sol�e the� th�ou�h a 
se�ies o� p�i�ciples. Fi�st is the p�i�ciple o� �e�e�sal, which is to a�oi� the �iscipli�e o� fi�u�es, the 
autho� o� the “will to t�uth”. Seco��, is the p�i�ciple o� fi�itu�e – ca� �ot speak o� the co�ti�uit� 
o� �iscou�se, it �e�ai�s u�cha��e� a�� the e�olutio�a�� ��owth o� heu�istic st�e��th �ecause 
“�iscou�ses shoul� �e see� as a fi�ite p�actices that o�e�lap a�� so�eti�es a�e �ei�h�o�s to each 
othe�, �ut also to i��o�e o� exclu�e each othe�” [3, p. 79]. Thi��l�, the p�i�ciple o� specificit� – �ot 
i�ealize� wo�l� �easu�e�e�ts o� its �a�i�estatio�, which a�e the su�ject o� �iscou�se acti�it�, �o 
�ot t�� to fi�� the hi��e� �ea�i�� o� his i�te�se �efi�itio�s. Fou�th, the exte��al �ule – “�o �ot 
�o ��o� �iscou�se to its i��e� a�� hi��e� ke��el ... �ut taki�� the top poi�t o� the �iscou�se itsel�, 
�o to the exte��al co��itio�s o� its possi�ilit�, �e�o�e �i�i�� place to a �a��o� se�ies o� e�e�ts 
a�� fixi�� thei� �ou��a�ies” [3 , p. 80].

The �e�ulati�e p�i�ciple a�al�sis, acco��i�� to Foucault’s positio�, �ust �e �ase� o� the 
�ollowi�� �ou� co�cepts: the co�cept o� e�e�ts, the co�cept o� the se�ies, the co�cept o� �e�ula�it� 
co�cept co��itio�s o� possi�ilit�, “the� a�e oppose� to, �especti�el�, the e�e�t – c�eati�e se�ies 
– u�it�, �e�ula�it� – o�i�i�alit� a�� co��itio� possi�le – �ea�i��” [3, p. 80]. The �u��a�e�tal 
co�cept which shoul� �e co�si�e�e� i� the a�al�sis o� political �iscou�se, it is a alie� �ecause it 
is a co�cept quite fit i� the a�o�e stu�� �ules, while the co�cept o� co�ti�uit� o� co�scious�ess 
a�� lost its �ele�a�ce. It shoul� �e�el� look at the �oct�i�al �a�iatio�s �iscu�si�it� XX ce�tu�� 
political thou�ht i� thei� totalita�ia� �i�e�sio� to see this.

O�e o� the optio�s �o� the co�si�e�atio� o� the �iscu�si�e app�oach to �esea�ch wo�ks o� 
Michel Foucault’s a�al�sis o� powe� is. I��e�iatel� it shoul� �e e�phasize� that Foucault 
explo�es the �otio� o� powe�, �e�a��less o� its co�ceptual sepa�atio� o� political, eco�o�ic a�� 
social. With this i� �i��, the �ocus o� ou� stu�� ha� �ee� �a�e o� the i�te�p�etatio� o� powe� 
at this sta�e – �ecause all its histo�ical aspect too exte�si�e to �e�iew the �o��at o� o�e stu��. 
U��e�sta��i�� �o�e���e�t at this sta�e clea�l� just ext�apolate� o� the specific political �iscou�se.

Pa�opt�ko� su�tle powe� �esc�i�es the specifics o� �o�e�� societ�, with its �ea�s a�� co�ce��s 
� te��o�is�, asocialit�, �a��i�alit� – all this a�� o�l� o�e�co�e th�ou�h a �o��iole�t �isi�ilit� 
si�ce the �a�s o� total �iole�ce, th�eats a�� �isi�le �loo�� p�otests has expi�e�. Now the th�eat 
o� watches i� �ost ��e� st�ata o� societ� – a�� the�e is �o o��ious cha�acte�istics o� ille�alit�. 
O�l� “seei�� e�e” ca� captu�e a�� eli�i�ate the th�eat. I� �act, pa�opt�ko� – a �e�oc�atic a�alo� 
“Bi� B�othe�”. Visi�le co�t�ol – the �ost pe��ect. The �eeli�� o� total t�acea�ilit� wo�ks ha��e� �o� 
supe��isio� o��a�ize� �ecause �o �ua�a�tee is �o peace, all se��la�ce soothes a�� ��i��s with 
hi�. The �i��e�e�ce is o�l� i� the locatio� o� the p�oce�u�e o� “co��ect�ess”.

O�e�all �i��e�e�ce pa�opt�ko� all p�e�ious �e�sio�s �iscipli�a�� autho�it� is the �ollowi�� 
characteristics:
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1. Fu�ctio�al i��e�sio� �iscipli�es. I� the� e�e� ha� a �e�ati�e status – thei� �ole was to 
�eut�alize the �a��e�s o� �i�ect i�te��e�tio� a�� li�ite� li�e, �ow the� �alue hi�hl� positi�e a�� 
i�plies a� i�c�ease i� the utilit� o� i��i�i�uals.

2. Rep�o�uctio� o� �iscipli�a�� �echa�is�s. Co�t�ols co�ti�uousl� �ist�i�ute�, �i�i�e�, 
specializi�� pe�et�ate all sphe�es o� hu�a� existe�ce. The�e is ��owi�� i�stitutio�al supe��isio� 
a�� co�t�ol o� ��a�chi��.

3. State co�t�ol o�e� �iscipli�a�� �echa�is�s. It is clea� – to �e the ce�t�al i�stitutio� 
pa�opt�ko� towe� that woul� to �o�ito� the �iscipli�a�� �echa�is�s. Also, the state is ce�t�al 
to the supe��isio� a�� co�t�ol �� the �o�e���e�t.

Fo� the �ost pa�t, the �iscipli�e ca� �ot �e i�e�tifie� with a�� i�stitute o� the status o� the 
pe�so� o� o� the �achi�e is a t�pe o� powe�, it is esse�tiall� a �ew filli�� �echa�is� that �elies, 
is �ase� o� a co��i�atio� o� tactics a�� st�ate�ic o�ie�tatio�, which i� tu�� a�e �ase� o� the i�ea 
o�   co�t�ol. As Foucault �otes, “ou� societ� – a societ� o�e�si�ht, �ot o� si�ht” [2]. I� place o� the 
expo�e�tial powe� o� ��eat�ess co�es its appa�e�t a�se�ce i��isi�le u�iquit�. The �o�e���e�t 
�ow total �ue to the �act that it is i�possi�le to t�ace. A�� this sile�t powe� o� su��eilla�ce is 
�uch �o�e e��ecti�e – i� �act, �e��e� with a positi�e �ecessit� o� its ow� existe�ce i� the �i��, 
it actuall� sa�es the last ssel���elease wa�s o� co�t�olla�ilit�.

A�� fi�all�, it is a��isa�le to �i�e the specifics o� the �o��atio� o� the �iscipli�a�� societ� i� 
the histo�ical p�oce�u�al (the u�it� o� the le�al, political, scie�tific �acto�s), �e�i�e� �� Foucault:

1) It is �ecessa�� to state that the �iscipli�e �aces tech�iques that a�e �esi��e� to o��a�ize people’s 
li�es a�� thei� �ultiplicit�. But �iscipli�e is a �eatu�e that “it t�ies to tactics o� �o�e���e�t that �eets th�ee 
c�ite�ia: the use o� powe� shoul� �e as cheap (lea�) o� this social powe� shoul� �e as st�o�� a�� exte��e� 
as �a� as possi�le without �ailu�es a�� �aps, a�� fi�all� “eco�o�ic” ��owth o� powe� �ust �e li�ke� 
to the p�o�uctio� u�its (e�ucatio�al, �ilita��, i��ust�ial, �e�ical) withi� which powe� is, i� sho�t, �ou 
�ee� to si�ulta�eousl� i�c�ease �oth o�e�ie�ce a�� use�ul�ess o� all ele�e�ts o� the social s�ste�” [2].

2) Pa�opt�ko� �o�alit� o� powe� i� co�ju�ctio� with all its �echa�is�s a�e �ot �i�ectl� 
�epe��e�t is �ot a co�seque�ce o� the i�stitutio�al s�ste� o� political a�� le�al �elatio�s, �ut it is 
�ot co�pletel� i��epe��e�t – “social co�t�act ca� �e �e�a��e� as a� i�eal �ou��atio� o� law a�� 
political powe�; pa�opt�z� se��es as a co��o� tech�ique o�e� coe�cio�” [2].

 3) Sepa�atel�, these tech�iques ha�e thei� ow� histo��, �ut at the cu��e�t sta�e o� powe� the� 
i�te�sect, co�ple�e�ta�� a�� �utuall� �ei��o�ci��.

Thus, the cu��e�t �o�e���e�t st�ate�� is p�ese�te� i� the �echa�is�s �iscipli�a�it�. This 
�iscipli�e helps to tu�� people i�to o�jects ��o� �i��e�e�t sphe�es o� li�e – ��o� �e�ici�e to politics. 
Discipli�a�it� p�o�i�es �o��alizatio� o� the �u�ctio�i�� o� social a�� state s�ste� – th�ou�h 
�iscou�se, �ase� o� the �atio o� powe� – k�owle��e.

It shoul� �e �ote� that Foucault i�e�tifies a�� sli�ht shi�t i� �o�e�� st�ate�� autho�ities at 
o�e ti�e a�� �otice� G. Deleuze. He sai�, “�iscipli�a�� societ�, i� tu��  e�te�e� i�to a sta�e o� 
c�isis, ��a�uall� ��eei�� space �o� �ew e�e��� ... �ow we �o lo��e� li�e i� a �iscipli�a�� societ�, 
we �o lo��e� such” [1, p. 26].

I�stea� �iscipli�a�it� co�es co�t�ol. This is co�pletel� a�solutisatio� esse�ce pa�opt�z� – 
�iscipli�a�� i�stitutio�s such as �a�il, e�ucatio�, p�iso�s co�sta�tl� �e�o��i�� �lu�s the �ou��a�ies 
�etwee� the� i� te��s o� �iscipli�a�� isolatio�. No �o�e �iscipli�e� citize� – it is u��e� co�sta�t 
�e�iew, i� acco��a�ce with �iscipli�e – o�l� his pe�so�al p�io�it�. Hu�a� �atu�e is �ow �e�� sel� 
�iscipli�e, while possessi�� a fictio� o� ��ee�o� – the ��ee�o� o� pe�so�al choice.
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Co�t�ol – this �o�ule is the �ew �ealit� o� powe�, which cha�acte�izes a� u�p�ece�e�te� �o�� 
static, co�sta�t tu��o�e� o� the st�uctu�al co�po�e�t, as well as �o�ificatio�s �ue to exposu�e to 
cha��es i� t�a�sce��e�tal k�owle��e. That powe� is like the co�t�ol – this is the �esult o� �ala�ce 
o� powe� a�� k�owle��e i� �o�e�� societ� a�� the state.

Powe� shoul� �e u��e�stoo� as a st�ate�� �o� the ope�atio� o� specific co�t�ol �echa�is�s 
a�� the o��a�izatio� o� social a�� political �i�e�sio� o� hu�a� existe�ce. It is this i�te�p�etatio� 
o� powe� �e�eals its specificit� i� political te��s.

I� �act, like�e� the political powe� i� te��s o� its ��se�i�atio� – powe� is also �i�ficult to 
t�ace out its specific �echa�is� o� �a�i�estatio� , �e�o�� isolatio� a�chi�e its co�si�e�atio�. 
Powe� – as a st�ate�� – �uzz�, scatte�e� , �ispe�se� i� all social a�� political �elatio�s. It fills the 
ope�atio� o� a� exte�si�e s�ste� o� social a�� political �elatio�s. Powe� is �ot a close� co�cept i� 
this se�se, as a set o� �echa�is�s that a�e co��elate� acco��i�� to thei� ow� ope�atio� st�ate�ies, 
the specifics a�e �o�ile, co�sta�tl� cha��i�� acco��i�� to the specifics o� k�owle��e.

Powe� is �i�ficult to i�te�p�et as a� act that is a�le to hol� the positio� o� the i��i�i�ual 
a�ai�st so�eo�e else. Lost thei� �ele�a�ce is �i�a�� sche�e, i� which the alie� �a�e   a pa�t o� 
opp�essio� is alwa�s o� the si�e that was �e�eate�. We shoul� �ot exa��e�ate the i�po�ta�ce o� 
local �etwo�ks o� i�flue�ce, such as state�ow�e� �e�ia � “col� wa�”, �ostl� �a�e   i� the past. 
The e�a o� the I�te��et �e�o�es these haloes local autho�ities. I�stea�, it �eco�es a p�io�it� this 
elusi�e co�t�ol, the �i�ht to k�owle��e , �ot as u�i�e�sal, a�� as a st�ate�� o� pe�et�atio� i�to the 
awa�e�ess o� the existe�ce o� the i��i�i�ual. Last tu��s i�to a alie� i� ci�cu�sta�ces whe�e such 
�ules �i�ectl� �est�ict his o� co�t�i�ute� to i�c�easi�� i��i�i�ualizatio�, i� pa�ticula� �ue to the 
loss o� political i�e�tificatio� i� a�� wa� possi�le �o��s.

I� su��a�� it shoul� �e �ote� that we ha�e stu�ie� especiall� the �o��atio� o� the st�a��e� 
withi� political �iscou�se, acco��i�� to Foucault’s positio�. This space �eplo��e�t �ot p�o�e 
its �eco�st�uctio� withi� these p�actices, �ut the a�tece�e�ce�e�el��e�isio� exactl� �iscu�si�e 
p�actices, specific ope�atio� which c�eates co��itio�s �o� the �o��atio� o� the phe�o�e�o� 
o� alie� powe� th�ou�h exclusio� p�oce�u�es p�ese�t i� a�� �iscu�si�e �o��atio�, pa�ticula�l� 
political. Featu�e t�acki�� alie� i� political �iscou�se, i� such ci�cu�sta�ces, �e to ope� a space 
o� its existe�ce, �ot i� the �eco�st�uctio� o� the expe�ie�ce o� its existe�ce, as the latte� �e�e�all� 
p�o�le�atic i� te��s o� a �isc�ete app�oach to �ealit� i� �iscu�si�e p�actices.
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