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A p�ocess o� �e�elop�e�t o� �atio�al i�ea is co�si�e�e� i� the pe�io� o� cossacs’ up�isi��s 
u��e� the lea�e�ship o� Kh�el��tsk�i a�ai�st a social a�� �atio�al e�sla�e�e�t o� the Uk�ai�ia� 
people, a�� also i� the pe�io� o� Het�a�shch��a (Het�a� lea�e�ship). It is p�o�e� that the �atio�al 
i�ea o� that ti�e is exp�esse� i� the state�c�eati�e e��o�ts o� the cossacs’ �uli�� clique, i� aspi�atio� 
o� �ai�i�� �atio�al i��epe��e�ce o� Uk�ai�e, i� ela�o�atio� (�o��atio�) o� the �eli�ious�le�al 
i�eas, i� co�soli�atio� o� hete�o�e�eous ��oups o� the Uk�ai�ia� eth�os i� a st�o�� �atio�all� 
co�scious �o�ce, i� c�eatio� (�o��atio�) o� state esta�lish�e�ts o� the cossacs’ te��ito��. A c�eati�e 
acti�it� o� the thi�ke�s which at the theo�etical a�� political le�els �ete��i�e� the �ai� �eatu�es 
o� the Uk�ai�ia� eth�os is i��esti�ate�; the�, �ue to thei� lite�a���scie�tific a�� p�actical acti�it�, 
cause� a �etti�� up a�� �e�e�se o� the �atio�al a�� �eli�ious co�scious�ess o� the Uk�ai�ia�s, 
a�� co�seque�tl�, we�e �a�e �ise to the ��owth o� �atio�al co�scious�ess a�� �atio�al i�ea.
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Rele�a�ce o� the stu�� �ue to the �ee� to �ealize the �alue o� Uk�ai�ia� societ�, the �atio�al 
i�ea, its p�actical i�ple�e�tatio� at all le�els o� social, political, cultu�al, spi�itual, social a�� 
eco�o�ic li�e o� Uk�ai�e. The �atio�al i�ea is �elate� to politics, eco�o��, e�ucatio�, �eli�io�, 
�o�alit�, hu�a� �alues   , law a�� cultu�e. Howe�e�, it is �e�e�alize� t�aits i�te��ati�e cha�acte� 
a�� �equi�es special philosophical a�al�sis. Especiall� i�po�ta�t is the a�al�sis o� the �o��atio�, 
the �o��atio� a�� co�soli�atio� o� the �atio�al i�ea i� the wo�ks o� p�o�i�e�t socio�political 
a�� philosophical thou�ht XIV–XVIII ce�tu�ies. That the� ca� fi�� a�swe�s to u��e�t questio�s 
o� the �o�e�� state, the Uk�ai�ia� �atio�, �e�ui�e �atio�al political, social, eco�o�ic, spi�itual 
a�� cultu�al i��epe��e�ce o� Uk�ai�e.

The p�o�le� o� �e�elop�e�t a�� �eflectio� o� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al i�ea i� the wo�k o� lea�i�� 
thi�ke�s XIV–XVIII ce�tu�ies occupies a� i�po�ta�t place i� stu�ies o� Uk�ai�ia� scie�tists i� the 
pe�io� �etwee� the two wa�s: W. H�atiuk, M. Za�a�e�skoho (D. Do�oshe�ko), Yu. Oh�i�o��ch,  
W. Sta�osolsk��, M. Stsi�o�sk��, as well as i� the wo�ks o� �a�ous Uk�ai�ia� a�� �o�ei�� scie�tists 
i� exile i� pe�io� a�te� the Seco�� Wo�l� Wa� such as J.  A��st�o��, Yu. Bo�ko, S. Vel�che�ko, 
S. Yekelch�k, I. L�siak�Ru���tsk��, P. Mi�chuk a�� O. P�itsak J. Resheta�, M. Sos�owski�,  
P. Fe�e�ko, M. Shkil��ak, V. Ya�i�. Outli�e� issues occupies a� i�po�ta�t place i� the wo�ks o� 
�o�e�� Uk�ai�ia� scie�tists as A. Asta�’�e�, A. B�a�i�ets, S. Woz�iak, M. Go�elo�, Ya. G��tsak, 
V. Hutz, M. Zhul��sk��, V. Zh���, O. Za�uzhko, M. Ka��azi�, G. Kas�a�o�, P. Kis, I. K�esi�a, 
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O. Kuts, Yu. Kuts a�� V. Liso���, T. Pa�ko, A. Pashuk, S. P�ikho�ko, M. Rozu����, O. Se�ki�, 
M. Sos�owski�, D. Solo�e�, O. Sukh��, B. Che��ak  , A. Fa�tush���, B. Yak��o��ch a�� othe�s. 
Howe�e�, �espite the co�si�e�a�le �u��e� o� pu�licatio�s o� ce�tai� aspects o� the �i�e� p�o�le�, 
we still i�su�ficie�tl� philosophical stu�ies, which woul� allow to u��e�sta�� the sta�es o� the 
�atio�al i�ea, the co�te�t, ���a�ics a�� t�a�s�o��atio� i� social a�� spi�itual li�e o� Uk�ai�e 
XIV–XVIII ce�tu�ies.

The pu�pose o� the a�ticle – to t�ace the sta�es o� �o��atio� o� the �atio�al i�ea a�� its 
�a�ious �a�i�estatio�s i� social a�� spi�itual li�e a�� philosoph� o� the Uk�ai�e that pe�io�. 
�i� – e�� o� XIV ce�tu�� – a si��ifica�t �ilesto�e i� the �e�esis o� eth�ic statehoo� i� Uk�ai�e, 
whe�, i� �act, was fi�all� i�te��upte� t�a�itio� o� �atio���uil�i�� i� the Uk�ai�ia� la��s, sta�te� 
�ack i� a�cie�t ti�es. I� eth�ic te��ito�� �e�a� to c�eate pu�lic i�stitutio�s i� cou�t�ies that i�clu�e� 
Uk�ai�ia� la�� – G�a�� Duch� o� Lithua�ia, a�� late� – the Co��o�wealth, Hu��a�� a�� Mol�o�a. 
Fo� Uk�ai�e it ha� se�ious co�seque�ces �o� la�i�� the �ou��atio�s �o� the �e�atio�alizatio� o� 
Uk�ai�ia� eth�os, the �isappea�a�ce o� the cha�acte�istics that �efi�e eth�ic Uk�ai�ia� �aces. These 
p�ocesses we�e �ost i�te�si�e a�o�� the �uli�� classes Uk�ai�e, which ��a�uall� ��oke awa� 
��o� thei� eth�ic �oots, so to co�t�ol the �o��atio� o� the state �ase� o� �u��a�e�tal �atio�al i�ea 
the� coul� �ot. As �ote� M. H�ushe�sk��, “Uk�ai�ia� �o�ilit� i� the fi�st hal� o� the XV ce�tu��. 
still �ep�ese�te� a co�si�e�a�le �ass, �ut u�o��a�ize�, i�p�i�te� ��o� a�� i�flue�ces, while the 
othe� class i�te�ests �e�� ea�l� k�ocke� hi� ��o� the positio� it shoul� �e e�plo�e� with �e�a�� 
to the �atio�al i�te�est” [5, p. 140].

G�eat i�po�ta�ce i� the p�ocess o� awake�i�� �atio�al co�scious�ess �eco�es socio�political, 
social wo�k �ep�ese�tati�es o� �u�e�ous ��oups �e�t�� a�� �o�ilit�, which, thou�h su�ject to 
st�o�� Polish i�flue�ce, �ut �ot co�pletel� �e�ou�ce thei� �e��e�ship o� a Russia� �atio� a�� 
its �aith. Recall at least Polish w�ite�s such as Sta�islaw O�zechowski� pole�icist, who st�esse� 
that he is Uk�ai�ia� a�� �la�l� a��its this, K�akow U�i�e�sit� p�o�esso� H���o�i� T�ch��ski�, 
so� who si��e� his poe�s as “H���o�i� o� Sa��o�a” Polish hu�a�ists o� the ti�e S. Kle�o�ich 
a�� Sh. Sh��o�o��ch, autho� o� the poe� “Roksol�a�i�a” o� the lio�s a�� othe� Galicia� tow�s, 
�esc�iptio� Volh��ia, Galicia, ski�ts, as well as li�e a�� li�e o� Uk�ai�ia� peasa�ts. I� �act, thus 
the� (co�sciousl� o� u�co�sciousl�) put �o�wa�� the i�ea o�   the u�it� o� Uk�ai�ia� la��s.

E�� o� XVI – �e�i��i�� XVII. i� the histo�ical �e�elop�e�t o� the Uk�ai�ia� �atio� 
cha�acte�ize� �� i�c�easi�� social a�� �atio�al��eli�ious opp�essio�. As �ote� I. F�a�ko, “ha�� 
ti�es expe�ie�ce� ou� Uk�ai�ia� people u��e� Polish �ule i� the XVI ce�tu��. U�io� o� Lu�li� i� 
1596 wea�e� ou� la�� ��o� Lithua�ia a�� p��luch�la the� �i�ectl� to Pola��, especiall� we�t to 
i� o��e� to �ake ou� la��s to the Polish o��e�. The e�� �o� which the� z�ahal� was this so that 
ou� �i��a� Rus, i�he�ite� i� Polish ha��s, just �ix with Pola��, to �o with those two cou�t�ies 
a whole” [16, p. 260].

A�te� the U�io� o� Lu�li� i� 1596 we�e also si��ifica�t cha��es i� the Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al 
i�e�tit�. Fi�st o� all, this applies Uk�ai�ia� elite Uk�ai�ia� �e�t��. Fi�st, the cultu�e, she �e�a� to 
�ocus o� thei� social Polish ��othe�s, taki�� thei� la��ua�e, custo�s, cultu�e a�� �o�e. Acco��i�� 
to Solo�ie�, “��o� weste�� a�istoc�ac� �e�a� to weake� i� the aspi�atio� to �ai�tai� thei� �aith 
a�� Ruthe�ia� �atio�alit�, ��a�ch o� acti�it� was �ot i�, a�� the Polish C�ow�..., � i�te�ests a�e 
p�o�i�cial i�te�ests �o� he�, so she soo� coole� the�, as �elow it...” [13, p. 78].

Seco��, we o�se��e si��ifica�t �epa�tu�e ��o� o�tho�ox� Uk�ai�ia� a�istoc�ac�, lack o� 
cohe�e�t �atio�al school. As state� i� the pa�phlet a�ti�U�iate “Cautio�”, “a�� so it is �e�� 
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hu�t Uk�ai�ia� i�telli�e�tsia who coul� scie�ces schools a�� expa�� a�� esta�lish: �o� i� his 
�oct�i�e we�e the� use� �o� his i��o�a�ce woul� �ot ha�e co�e to such a �isaste�... Poles i�stea� 
without thei� scie�ces, scie�ce Ro�a� Catholic �e�a� to �i�e thei� chil��e�, a�� who tau�ht 
the� the Catholic �aith, a�� so little scie�ce thei� e�ti�e Uk�ai�ia� i�telli�e�tsia le� to the Ro�a� 
�aith, e�e� thei� �esce��a�ts o� the O�tho�ox �aith i� Ro�a� ��h�est�l�s�a a�� su��a�es a�� 
�a�es po�i��i��al�, as i� �e�e� k�ew the� we�e �esce��a�ts o� the p�o�e�ito� o� his pious” [11,  
p. 125–126].

Du�i�� this p�ocess, a se�ies o� fi�u�es that the theo�etical a�� political le�els �ete��i�e� 
the �ai� �eatu�es o� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�, its lite�a�� a�� scie�tific, p�actical acti�ities co�t�i�ute� 
�ost �esista�ces o� Ro�e a�� the �ise o� �atio�al �e�e�se Uk�ai�ia� �eli�ious co�scious�ess, a�� 
thus co�t�i�ute� to the ��owth o� �atio�al co�scious�ess, �atio�al i�ea. I� pa�ticula�, I. F�a�ko 
calls K. Ost�o�sk��, who u��e�stoo� a�� well awa�e o� the �act that the Uk�ai�ia� people �ee� to 
e�ucate, to �aise hi� ��o� the �a�k�ess o� i��o�a�ce a�� sla�e��, �ecause o�l� e�ucate� people 
ca� �ealize thei� �atio�al i�e�tit� a�� p�otect thei� �atio�al a�� �eli�ious �i�hts o� the p�essu�e 
�o�a�izatio�. To this e��, he o��a�ize� the aca�e�� i� jail a�� i��ite� to teach i� o�e o� these 
�atio�all��co�scious Uk�ai�ia� teache�s as M. S�ot�itsk��, G. S�ot��tsk��, I. K��ah���tsk��, 
�o�k Io� et al., which I. F�a�ko calls a “�easo�a�le a�� scie�tists Ruthe�ia�s”. This Aca�e�� 
c�eate� the st�o�� e�ucatio�al a�� cultu�al, lite�a�� a�� �atio�al co�scious ce�te�.

It is ext�e�el� i�po�ta�t �o� the awake�i�� o� �atio�al co�scious�ess o� the Uk�ai�ia� 
people ha� lite�a�� a�� scie�tific, p�actical acti�ities o� the Uk�ai�ia� lea�e�s, whose wo�ks we�e 
i�clu�e� i� the histo�� o� philosophical thou�ht calle� “pole�ical lite�atu�e”, which co�e�s the 
�ast scie�tific a�� theolo�ical t�eatises, histo�ical a�� political pa�phlets, ope� lette�s, etc., whose 
appea�a�ce was �ue i��ispe�sa�le �ecessit� o� Uk�ai�ia� people �o� �atio�al a�� �eli�ious ��ee�o�. 
O�e o� the jewels o� pole�ical lite�atu�e fi�� wo�k “Cautio�” i� which the autho�, as a hu�a�ist, 
e�ucato�, calls it a �o�e�� societ� to a sta�le a�ti� Catholicis� th�ou�h the �e�elop�e�t o� 
�atio�al cultu�e a�� schools i� Uk�ai�e. I� his �iew, the �ecli�e o� �atio�al cultu�e, la��ua�e, 
schools, w�iti�� lea�s to �atio�al �e�e�e�atio�, ope�s the wa� to capti�it� Uk�ai�ia� people. 
Autho� �e�ukes the chu�ch hie�a�ch� �ecause the� “... ��o� thei� pat�ia�ch �e�ie�, a�� the Pope 
swea�, a�� so ��eat u��est a�o�� the people co��itte�” [11, p. 125].

A�othe� piece i� which the �atio�al i�ea ele�ate� to a hi�h le�el o� the exp�essio� was 
“Apok�isis” Ch�istophe� Filaleta which co��e��s the polic� o� the Polish �o�e���e�t a�ai�st 
the Uk�ai�ia� people a�� the �e�a��s o� �e�oc�atic �i�hts �o� the Uk�ai�ia�. The autho� sa�l� 
�otes that, a�te� the U�io� o� B�est i�stea� o� the expecte� i�p�o�e�e�t occu��e� �ete�io�atio� 
“��eat sa��ess” i� Uk�ai�e. Filaleta i��icates that the �o�� �co�scious Uk�ai�ia� po�i�k���al�s�a 
wou��s that a�e �e�� hu�t: �ot as the “Ro�a� pe�secuto�s �eco��itio�” as “apostates ��o� the 
�aith o� the a�cie�t G�eek” [15, p. 98].

Uk�ai�ia� pole�icists �e�e��i�� thei� �ati�e �aith, ��eque�tl� �eso�te� to histo�ical �i��essio� 
to �e�i�� co�te�po�a�ies o� thei� �a�il� a�� �e�e�� si��s Uk�ai�ia� eth�icit�, a�� he�ce the 
�atio�al i�ea i� te��s o� histo�ical �i�hts. It is �ou�� i� the p�e�ace o� “Poe�s to �u�� Sa�aj�ach�o�o 
Kasi�a�a Sako��ch” whe�e the autho� p�ou�l� �otes that “the Rus Ole� �o�a�chs saile� i� �oats 
o� the sea a�� sto��e� Co�sta�ti�ople, a�� thei� a�cesto�s we�e �aptize� Vla�i�i�, a�� i� that 
�aith li�e� se�atel�” [3, p. 156] as well as i� Zecha�iah Kop�ste�sk�� who w�ites that whe� P�i�ce 
Da�iel took the c�ow� ��o� the Pope, he, �e�e�theless, “... the Ro�a� chu�ch is �ot u�ite� i� �aith 
a�� �aith has �ot cha��e� his” [7, with. 133].
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U�ique place i� Uk�ai�ia� pole�ical lite�atu�e takes I�a� Vishe�sk�� – a fi�hte� a�ai�st social 
a�� �atio�al��eli�ious opp�essio� o� the Uk�ai�ia� people. His pu�lic positio� was �ete��i�e� 
that he was �ui�e� �� the la�o�, opp�esse� a�� exploite� social, �eli�ious a�� �atio�al �a��e�s. 
As �ote� I. F�a�ko, “the �ai� �o�ce people see I�a� Vishe�sk�� �ot pasto�s, �ot Pa�ahi, a�� the 
he��, i� the co��o� people” [16, p. 276].

Lite�a�� a�� �eli�ious a�� philosophical he�ita�e I. V�she�sk�� a �o�� o� “�essa�es” that 
ha�e pe��eate� �eep pat�iotis�, lo�e o� the Uk�ai�ia� people a�� it is a� exp�essio� o� the �atio�al 
i�ea. I� his wo�ks, he sta��s a ��eat pat�iot o� his �ati�e la��, calli�� Ruthe�ia� (Uk�ai�ia�) people 
pu�i�� thei� �aith ��o� supe�stitio� a�� exalt Sla�ic (Uk�ai�ia�) la��ua�e �ati�e �aith: “Fi�st o� all, 
clea� the chu�ch ��o� all so�ts o� te�ptatio�s a�� he�etical p�eju�ices a�� si��le�ess o� hea�t... �o� 
p�aise �o�, si��i�� si�ple so��s Ruthe�ia� ou� tha�ks. While p��h�lits�a ou� Easte�� O�tho�ox 
�aith with all �� hea�t, soul a�� thou�hts without a�� �ou�t” [2, p. 34].

O� cou�se, Uk�ai�ia� pat�iots a�� states�e� who p��sluzh�l�s�a to the �e�elop�e�t a�� 
��owth o� �atio�al i�eas we�e �ot o�l� o�tho�ox fi�u�es, �ut U�iates, who i� his w�iti��s also 
a���esse� the histo�ical past o� Uk�ai�e�Rus a�� sou�ht to �esto�e its state, �ecause, as �i�htl� 
�ote� �� p�o�i�e�t chu�ch lea�e� M. S�ot��tsk��, “�aith �oes �ot Rus�� as Rus��... a�� �i�th a�� 
�loo� Rus...” [18, p. 83]. U�io� o��a�ize�s, i�clu�i�� the Met�opolita� M. Ro�oza, �ishops I. Poti�, 
G. Bala�a�, K. Te�letsk�� a�� othe� O�tho�ox �ishops we�e p�i�a�il� Uk�ai�ia� hie�a�chs who a�e 
�e�� well awa�e o� the i�te��al state a�� the social positio� o� the O�tho�ox Chu�ch i� the Polish 
state a�� its histo�ic �issio� a�� �ole i� a��a�ci�� the �i�hts a�� ��ee�o�s o� Uk�ai�ia� people 
i� the �e�elop�e�t a�� co�soli�atio� o� its spi�itual a�� �atio�al co�scious�ess i� p�otecti�� its 
�atio�al i�e�tit�, to p�ese��e it as eth�ic ��oup, �atio�. So �� si��i�� the U�io�, Uk�ai�ia� hie�a�chs 
o� the O�tho�ox Chu�ch p�ese��e� the �itual, litu���, la��ua�e, e�e��thi�� that was associate� 
with the Uk�ai�ia� t�a�itio�. As �ote� �� the chie� o��a�ize� o� u��e�sta��i�� with Ro�e H�patia 
sweat, “... a�� we a�e �ow sta�ti�� to a��ee with the Ro�a�s, the sa�e p�o�essio� G�eek teache�s 
a�e hol�i�� ti�ht...” [10, p. 41]. Thus, u��e� the ca�e o� Pope G�eek Catholic Chu�ch Uk�ai�ia� le�t 
al�ea��, at least at this sta�e o� social a�� spi�itual li�e o� Uk�ai�e i�possi�le �iole�t polo�izatio� 
Ruthe�ia� (Uk�ai�ia�) usi�� �o�a�izatio�.

Thus, the pole�ical lite�atu�e was e�i�e�ce o� a hi�h le�el o� �atio�al co�scious�ess o� the 
Uk�ai�ia� �atio�, its pe�petual �ea�i�ess to �eco�e the �e�e�se o� thei� �atio�al, �eli�ious, social 
a�� cultu�al i�te�ests.

It ca� �e �ote� that i� the XIV–XVI ce�tu�ies. Despite u��a�o�a�le to Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al� 
cultu�al, eco�o�ic a�� political ci�cu�sta�ces, �atio�al i�e�tit�, �atio�al i�ea is still exp�esse� 
i� the �o��s o� u��e�sta��i�� the �i��e�e�ces o� its te��ito��, la��ua�e, �eli�io�, law, �atio�alit� 
a�� so o�.

The i�ea o�   ��ee�o� co�ti�ues i� the �ea�s o� the histo�ical �e�elop�e�t o� Uk�ai�e, 
pa�ticula�l� i� ti�es o� Cossacks oppositio� to the Polish social a�� �atio�al opp�essio�. The 
i�ea o�   ��ee�o� the� exp�esse� p�i�a�il� i� the state �uil�i�� e��o�ts o� the Cossack elite a�� 
lea�e�ship i� a� e��o�t to o�tai� �atio�al i��epe��e�ce o� Uk�ai�e.

Thus, i� the seco�� hal� o� XVI – ea�l� XVII ce�tu�� �o��atio� �eco�es p�o�i�e�t �atio�all��
co�scious Uk�ai�ia� �i��le class, which, acco��i�� to I. F�a�ko, “to fi�ht �o� thei� state law... 
is ��a�uall� co�i�� to the co�clusio� as to �e�e�� thei� �eli�ious a�� �atio�al i�te�ests...” [17,  
p. 109]. As �a� wo�se we�e Uk�ai�ia� peasa�ts that �o� a success�ul �e�e�se o� thei� i�te�ests �ee�e� 
a� all�, as, a�te� all othe� social ��oups o� Uk�ai�ia� eth�os that su��e�e� se�e�e social a�� �atio�al 
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opp�essio�. This acte� as a� all� o� the Cossacks, which was �o��e� �� the a�e�a�e Uk�ai�ia� 
�o�les, �u��he�s a�� peasa�ts. A�te� �aki�� �eli�ious�le�al i�eas, �ai� expe�ie�ce o� political 
st�u��le �o� thei� �ealizatio� occu��e� co��i�atio� o� �i�e�se eth�ic ��oups i�to a st�o�� Uk�ai�ia� 
�atio�al�co�scious �o�ce that was a�le to sta�� a�� fi�ht �o� �ai�i�� thei� �atio�al i��epe��e�ce. 
Acco��i�� to M�. Lipi�sk��, tha�ks to the co�soli�atio� o� Uk�ai�ia� eth�os i� the �a�ks o� the 
Cossack t�oops hel� Kh�el��tsk��’s �icto�� i� the �atio�al li�e�atio� wa� [8, p. 15–16].

The co�soli�atio� o� the �atio� i� the �atio�al li�e�atio� wa� was �e�a�ka�le �ilesto�e i� 
the histo�� o� the �o��atio� o� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al i�e�tit�, the i�ea o�   ��ee�o�, �ecause �o� the 
fi�st ti�e i� the histo�� o� the st�u��le �o� li�e�atio� �elt so �uch u�it� i� al�ost all se��e�ts o� 
the Uk�ai�ia� people. Lea�i�� �ole i� the �u�the� co�soli�atio� a�� u�it� o� the �atio� was to pla� 
a Cossack la�e� � as the st�o��est class o� the �atio�. This, to so�e exte�t, she was a�le to �o. 
Acco��i�� to M�. Lipi�sk��, “just as the Polish �o�ilit� sot�o��la co�cept o� statehoo� a�� the 
Polish �atio� Polish, Uk�ai�ia� Cossacks sot�o��la co�cept o� statehoo� a�� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�. 
E�e� �eo��aphicall� p�o�i�cial �a�e Cossack te��ito�� – the p�o�i�ces o� Kie�, Che��i�o� a�� 
B�atsla� – is the �a�e o� the �atio�al te��ito�� a�� the �a�e o� the �atio�. Si�ce the�, the te�� 
“Uk�ai�e” a�� “Uk�ai�ia�” ... �e�i� to �isplace the ol� te��s “Russia” a�� “Rus”... A�� as a �o�le 
co�cept o� the Co��o�wealth has �eco�e s��o���ous with the Polish state, the co�cept o� the 
Cossack A��� o� Zapo�izhia �eca�e a s��o��� B. Kh�el��tsk�� �o�opo�stalo�i Uk�ai�ia� 
state” [8, p. 53–54].

The i�ea o�   ��ee�o� is still �eflecte� i� the esta�lish�e�t o� state i�stitutio�s i� the Cossack 
te��ito��, o� the �e�ula� a���, esta�lish acti�e �elatio�s with othe� states. Thus, a�� Boh�a� 
Kh�el��tsk�� as see� ��o� sou�ces quite co�fi�e�tl� a�� co�sciousl� �elt hi�sel� �ule� o� the 
Uk�ai�ia� Cossack state. Specificall�, he tol� the Rzeczpospolita: “It is t�ue that I ha�e a little 
e�il �a�, �ut Go� has �i�e� �e that is the o�l� �ule� a�� autoc�at o� Rus” [4, p. 118]. We see a 
clea� awa�e�ess o� B. Kh�el�itsk�� u�it� o� all Uk�ai�ia� la��s, which has histo�ical �oots a�� 
�ates �ack to a�cie�t ti�es. The�e�o�e, the het�a� o� so�e �ostal�ia �o� the past sai�: “... ou� 
authe�ticall� a�cie�t ti�es with la��s a�� p�o�i�ces Cossack Russia�s, Sa��atia� o� Po�olia 
a�� Wallachia �� the Vistula a�� up to the Vil�a a�� S�ole�sk. Ha� ou� la�� lo�� a�� space 
�ou��a�ies, i�clu�i�� la�� K�i�, Galicia�, L�i�, Khol�ia�, Belz, Po�olsk, Vol��, P�ze��sl, 
Mstsislau�e, Vite�sk a�� Polotsk” [14, p. 79].

Ext�e�el� positi�e i�pact o� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al �e�i�al, the i�ea o�   ��ee�o� o� the Uk�ai�ia� 
people ha� Cossack ch�o�icles, which le� to the e�e��e�ce o� Cossacks, �atio�al li�e�atio� wa� 
a�� Pe�eiasla�s’ka �eal with he� t�a�ic �o� the Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al cause co�seque�ces. Especiall� 
i�po�ta�t a�e th�ee Cossack ch�o�icles – Wit�ess’, G. a�� S. H�a�ia�ka Wieliczka. These autho�s, 
co�e�i�� a hu�e a�ou�t o� �ocu�e�ta�� �ate�ial i� its a��als a�e ��eat pat�iots o� thei� ho�ela��. 
I� pa�ticula�, saw it, the ch�o�icle which co�e�s the e�e�ts o� 1648–1702 �ie��iu�, a la��ua�e 
close to the people, i��i��a�t at the �act that the Cossacks, Musco�� p�e�e� “�o� �othi��”, a�� G. 
H�a�ia�ka with a se�se o� ��eat p�i�e �o� thei� ho�ela�� takes the wo��s Kh�el��tskoho �aci�� 
the Uk�ai�ia� Cossacks, �ull cou�a�e, lo�e �o� Uk�ai�e a�� its �lo�ious past: “B�eth�e�, �lo�ious 
�ellows o� Zapo�izhia a���! Shot ti�e, ��a� a weapo� a�� a shiel� o� �ou� �aith, call o� the help o� 
the Lo��, o� �e a��ai� po�pous powe� poles ... �e�e��e� the ol� Uk�ai�ia� sol�ie�s, who, thou�h 
he was w�o��, a�� �et thei� cou�a�e all �ea� �aha��al�. Si�ce the sa�e test a�� �ou hi�e�. So�s 
o� ��a�e wa��io�s, show �ou� cou�a�e. A�� �ou will �o�e�e� ho�o� (with co��a�� o� the Lo��) 
is w�itte�, let hope i� Go� �ot �espise �ou!” [9, p. 40–41].



62
A. Nakonechnyy

ISSN 20786999. Vis��k o� the L�i� U�i�e�sit�. Se�ies philosophical scie�ce. Issue 16 

The thi�� ch�o�icle was “Skaza�i�e at Wa� kozatsko� Poles ch�ez B. Kh�el�itsk�”, spo�so�e� 
�� S. Velichko a�� is w�itte� �� the the� lite�a�� la��ua�e (a��, i� a��itio� to po�t�ait, the�e is a 
li�i�� �atio�al la��ua�e). Autho� ch�o�icles �eli�e�s �e�satile Ost��a�i�a whose co�te�t is fille� 
with a clea� u��e�sta��i�� o� the u�it� o� the whole Uk�ai�ia� �atio� “Reset ... with Go�’s help o� 
�ou, ou� O�tho�ox people, the �oke o� t��a��� a�� Polish capti�it� to a�e��e also pe��ect i�a�es 
a�� �ui� �ou, ��othe�, �o�l� co��e�ital, a�� societ� as a whole Russia� people, li�i�� i� Little 
Russia o� �oth si�es o� the D�iepe�” [1, p. 294].

Thus, the li�e�atio� wa� o� 1648�1654 is o�e o� the �a�i�estatio�s i� the histo�� o� the 
�o��atio� a�� i�ple�e�tatio� o� the i�ea o� ��ee�o�, which sta�te� a �ew e�a i� the st�u��le o� 
the people �o� �atio�al i��epe��e�ce a�� the c�eatio� o� a� i��epe��e�t state.

Assessi�� the �ole o� Bo��a� Kh�el�itsk� i� the �o��atio� o� the i�ea o�   ��ee�o�, we 
shoul� �ote that he st�esse� the ��eat�ess o� the �icto�� o� the Uk�ai�ia� people o� the Polish 
a��� a�� �elie�e� that “Russia will �o�i�ate �e�� soo�”. Get�a� i�stitute� p�ocee�i��s 
co�pou�� th�ou�hout the te��ito�� o� the Uk�ai�ia� la��, fi�st i�t�o�uce� to o�ficial �ocu�e�ts 
�a�e “Uk�ai�e”. “He �esto�e� the �atio� ... the �oa� o� �alli�� a�o�� the �ui�s o� the ol�, the� 
also �ui�e� the Co��o�wealth. He ��ushe� asi�e those �ui�s a�� si�ulta�eousl� st�e��the�e� 
weste�� cultu�e i� Uk�ai�e i� the �ace o� co�sta�t Tata� a�� Musco�ite �a��e� ��o� the East ... 
a��, �ost i�po�ta�tl�, he is a selfless, �a�atical �e�otio� to the i�ea o�   Ukrainian state can transfer 
its whole e��i�o��e�t, the whole, it ��e�, a�istoc�atic Uk�ai�ia� la�e�. Fo� i� all the lo�� pe�io� o� 
ou� histo��, it was the �eath o� Bo��a�, �i�htl� �ick�a�e� the “�ui�s”, �e�e��e� that �est�o�e� 
hu���e�s o� �ea�s just what it withi� te� �ea�s �uilt” [8 , p. 135–136, p. 139–140].

A�te� co�pletio� o� the �atio�al li�e�atio� st�u��le o� the Uk�ai�ia� people u��e� 
B. Kh�el�itsk� a�� u�io� with Moscow �e�o�e the Cossacks as a p�o�i�e� a�� i�te��ato� o� 
Uk�ai�ia� �atio� with its ow� �otio� o� la��ua�e, �eli�io�, law, has a �ew e�e�� st�e��th i� the 
�ace o� Musco��, which was �e�� u�expecte�, �ecause so �a� all theo�etical a�� p�actical zeal was 
�i�ecte� a�ai�st Pola�� a�� Catholicis�. This �ew e�e�� �o�ce Uk�ai�ia� cau�ht u�p�epa�e� 
�o� �e�e�se. Not e�ou�h ti�e to co�soli�ate a�� Cossacks, which su�jecte� cou�te��easu�es o� 
the pa�t o� Moscow, was �o�ce� to �a�eu�e� i� o��e� to p�ese��e the �e��a�ts o� u�it�, u�iti�� 
people o� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al li�e�atio� wa�.

Ne�e�theless, the i�ea o�   ��ee�o� as a �acto� state, i� its histo�ical �e�elop�e�t, �ot �ol�e�, 
appea�i�� i� �a�ious sphe�es o� social a�� spi�itual li�e o� Uk�ai�e.

G�eat i�flue�ce o� the �o��atio� o� �atio�al co�scious�ess o� the Uk�ai�ia� people a�� the 
co�ti�uatio� o� the co�ti�uous �e�elop�e�t a�� ��owth o� the i�ea o�   ��ee�o� was “Co�stitutio� 
�i�hts a�� ��ee�o�s o� Zapo�izhia a���”, si��e� Ap�il 5, 1710 �� Philip O�lik. This co�stitutio� 
is a� outsta��i�� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�al� political �ocu�e�t, which clea�l� �eflecte� the i�eals o� the 
the� Uk�ai�ia� �atio�. The autho� sou�ht to li�k to�ethe� ��a��e�ts o� the past Uk�ai�e a�� outli�e 
a �o�el o� societ� that e���aces �e the �ai� achie�e�e�ts o� the �atio�. The i�eas exp�esse� 
i� this pape� a�e the �esult o� al�ost a thousa�� o� Uk�ai�e, as e�i�e�ce� �� the hi�h le�el o� 
co�scious�ess o� the �atio� a�� its political cultu�e. This pape� appea�e� as a �ate�ialize� i�ea 
o� Uk�ai�ia� statehoo� i� the �o�� o� Het�a�.

Thus, i� the fi�st pa�a��aph set the exclusi�e �i�hts o� the O�tho�ox �aith i� Uk�ai�e: “I �o 
�ot �i�e a �esi�e�ce pe��it i� Uk�ai�e �ollowe�s o� so�eo�e else’s �aith ... that o�l� a si��le 
O�tho�ox �aith was �atifie� o� ... �o�e�e� ... so she a�ou��e� a�� �losso�e� as the �ose a�o�� 
the tho��s , �etwee� alie� �eli�io�s �ei�h�o�i�� cou�t�ies” [12 , p. 23–24].
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I� the �ollowi�� pa�a��aphs the autho� justifies the u��e�t �ee� to clea� the D�iepe� a�� the 
Zapo�ozhia� Host the e�ti�e te��ito�� o� the host o� “�o�tificatio�s a�� castles Musco�ites” a�� 
�etu�� Cossacks �i�hts “D�ip�o a�o�e all, ��o� Pe�e�oloch�a, u�til the �outh” a�� a�ea “Polta�a 
�e�i�e�t a�� Ko�atska �o�t�ess with all the la��s” .

Philip O�lik also outli�es the co�tou�s o� the political s�ste� o� the Uk�ai�ia� state , “with 
those �e�e�al o�fice�s, colo�els a�� �e�e�al cou�sel shoul� p�ese�t illust�ious het�a� a�� his 
successo�s cou�sel o� Ho�ela�� Secu�it�, the co��o� �oo� a�� o� all pu�lic a��ai�s” a�� 
“�ejecti�� e�il jealous� a�� �i��icti�e �a��sl�, �i�e �oo� a��ice i� a �a��e� that �oes �ot cause 
those pla�ues �o� ho�o� the het�a�, o� �a�a�e to the cause o� the Mothe�la�� – let it pass o�e� 
e�il a�� �est�uctio�” [12, p. 31–32].

Especiall� pat�iotic sou��s oath Philip O�lik, i� which he u��e�takes to ea��estl� ca�e “�o� the 
pu�lic �oo� a�� colle�ialit� Little Mothe�”, “st�e��the�, as oppo�tu�it�, tale�t a�� e��o�t, �i�hts a�� 
li�e�ties o� the Zapo�ozhia� Host”, “�o �ot e�te� i�to a�� co�spi�ac� othe� people’s cou�t�ies a�� 
peoples, as well as withi� the Fathe�la��, that woul� �e thou�ht to �est�o� it a�� a�� e�il” [12 , p. 47].

The i�ea o�   ��ee�o� is �eepl� exp�esse� i� o�e o� the �ost i�po�ta�t wo�ks o� this pe�io� 
– “The Histo�� o� Rus”, which is a s�ste�atic justificatio� histo�iosophical Uk�ai�e’s �i�ht to 
thei� ow� state. The ce�t�al fi�u�e o� the wo�k – Kh�el�itsk�, is u�k�ow� �� ho�o�i�� the �etu�� 
o� Uk�ai�e’s i��epe��e�ce. Autho� o� “Histo�� o� Rus” also ca��ies the i�ea o�   consciously 
histo�ical �i�hts o� the Uk�ai�ia� �e�t�� “a�te� the �a��e� o� all peoples a�� �atio�s”. Recou�ti�� 
Pe�e�asla�ska�a a��ee�e�t, it e�phasizes the p�i�cipal, i� his opi�io�, pa�a��aph: “To �e Cossacks 
o� all p�e�ious a��ee�e�ts a�� pacts si��e� with Pola�� a�� Lithua�ia ... a�� �o� the� to e�jo� 
�o�e�e� a�� ��ee�o�s without a�� �isti�ctio�, to p�ope�t� ... all the �a�ilies, thei� estates a�� 
pu�chase the� fi��l� �� the� a�� thei� �esce��a�ts was alwa�s u��e� the p�otectio� o� the �i�hts 
o� a�cie�t Rus ... to wo�k i� thei� cou�cils a�� �o o�e else co�i�� i� a�� �ot ��ishu�a�s�a, a�� 
the� a�e ju��e� a�� �a�a�e� to�ethe� �� thei� �ee� �i�hts a�� thei� electe� ��o� a�o�� the ju��es 
a�� chie�s” [6 , p. 167]. The autho� tells a�out these �i�hts as a p�i�ile�e “�atio�al �o�e���e�t”. 
He also �ecalls Cossack �i�hts as a “�o�le, �atu�al, ��o� a�cie�t a�tiquit� the� we�e co�sta�tl� 
u��e� the title o� k�i�hthoo� a�� all a��ee�e�ts a�� p�i�ile�es the� a�e co�fi��e� ...” [6, p. 168].

It is cha�acte�istic o� Het�a� Mazepa co�te�t p�ocla�atio� to his t�oops, which is i��ue� with 
the �esi�e o� Uk�ai�e’s i��epe��e�ce a�� u�it� o� its people, the �equi�e�e�t to “... put ou� cou�t�� i� 
a state o� the state i� which it was �e�o�e the Polish possessio� with thei� �atu�al p�i�ces a�� to all the 
sa�e �i�hts a�� p�i�ile�es that the �ea� ��ee �atio�s ... to ��ee us ��o� sla�e�� a�� �e�lect a�� to �esto�e 
to the hi�hest �e��ee o� ��ee�o� a�� autoc�ac�. We k�ow so, that we we�e o�ce those Musco�ites �ow: 
the �o�e���e�t, a�� the p�i�ac� o� the �a�e Rus’ that we passe� to the� “[6, p. 259].

Basicall�, the co�ceptual i�ea o�   statehoo� outli�e� i� the �ook, �ea� �ele�a�t to�a�, two 
ce�tu�ies a�te� its c�eatio�. At the hea�t o� the state shoul� �e the �atio�al �o�e���e�t, electe� 
i� acco��a�ce with the law a�� t�a�itio�s o� the people: “Sup�e�e Chie� a�� ow�e� o� Russia� 
la�� a�� the people that shoul� �e het�a�, electe� �� the a��� �a�ks a�� a�o�� the�sel�es ��ee 
�oice ... “ [6 , p. 139].

So, the i�ea o� ��ee�o�, exp�esse� i� social a�� spi�itual li�e o� the Uk�ai�ia� people pe�io� 
XIV–XVIII ce�tu�ies showe� itsel� �ulti�acete� phe�o�e�o� a�� o�e that is co�sta�tl� looki�� 
�o� �ew wa�s o� exp�essio� i� all a�eas o� social, political, lite�a�� a�� spi�itual li�e o� Uk�ai�e.

Author’s translation of the article
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